Mt. Hope Lutheran Church

You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your
Sfruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in My name, He may give it to you. These things 1
command you, so that you will love one another. John 15:16-17 (ESV)

“So That...” was the theme of our recently completed MN South District Convention. Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford was
reelected by a very large margin to continue to serve as our district president. In my humble opinion, he is doing a fantas-
tic job serving our district; please keep him in your prayers, as he continues to lead. There were
also several resolutions dealt with, Bible study, and much discussion on what it means to be the
church in our ever-changing world.

I would encourage you to check out the district website for more information on the convention
(mnsdistrict.org) and on the MN South YouTube channel. You can watch the entire convention
on YouTube. President Woodford’s report is filled with valuable information and can be found
on pages 38-48 of the Convention Workbook (mnsdistrict.org/2025-convention).

In writing about the church and living as a Christian today, he writes:

All of this means we live at a time when the future is no longer predictable. This creates anxiety in people and the
structures/organizations people inhabit. But just as the Apostles and disciples in Acts encountered a passing era,
the church today must assess how we will confidently lead at a moment like this. How can we maintain a non-
anxious presence in an anxious world? How can we speak the truth of God’s Word, the law and the gospel, to a
people overwhelmed by the uncertainty of the times? How do we uphold human identity and biblical morality? How
do we wrestle with the reality of our declining and aging church body in a way that brings hope and optimism
through the profound confession of faith we Book of Concord Lutherans uphold and proclaim...

Yet we are unafiraid. We stand in the boldness of Jesus Christ, who is our Lord of all Lords and King of all Kings.
His Holy Spirit encourages us. His Holy Word leads us on. Especially given the secular culture’s increasingly hos-
tile approach to the church, and the immoral threats undermining the nuclear family, marriage and sexuality, even
biological human identity, the church must therefore not only express what we are against, but what we stand for.
Things like the preciousness of all human life, faith filled, active families, care of our neighbors, robust vocational
living, responsible engaged citizens, and the church as the body of Christ. This is not a time for the church to be
bashful! We have a bold confession of faith and profound love for our neighbor that brings the hope of Christ to a
hurting world. We care for the family. We reach out to our communities. We serve our neighbors. We proclaim the
Gospel. Let’s continue to seize the opportunity!

“So That...” There are many questions and uncertainties before us! Yet, there is NO DOUBT that the Lord has us where
we are for such a time as this...“So That...” we can be salt and light and to “Reach our Friends and Neighbors with the
Truth, Love, and Hope of Jesus Christ!”

Serving together,
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For as long as I can remember, I have loved being
outside in nature whether walking in the grass barefoot
or enjoying the fragrance of my favorite, lilies of the
valley. I especially loved working with my grandpar-
ents, be it weeding the flower beds down on my knees,
or getting the vegetable garden ready for planting. And
I can’t forget all the years of raking the leaves, jumping
in them, snow shoveling, or building huge snowmen.

While I still enjoy many of the above, minus the
snow shoveling, things have taken a bit of a turn. As
I’ve matured, grown in faith, and studied Scripture, I’ve
come to understand something [ hadn’t realized before.
And that is God is our Master Gardener, which appears
to be a recurring theme throughout the Bible.*

The concept of God as a gardener is first introduced
in Genesis 2:8 where He planted the garden of Eden.
Here we see that Eden serves as a symbol of God’s per-
fect provision and care for Adam and Eve. In Isaiah
5:1-7, God is described as the owner of a vineyard. He
tends to it and expects it to yield good fruit. This high-
lights God’s expectations for His people.

In the New Testament, John 15:1-2, God is por-
trayed as a gardener who prunes and tends to the
branches. Here the emphasis is abiding in Christ to pro-
duce spiritual fruit with God in the process of spiritual
growth. The parables of Jesus often use agricultural
imagery to describe the Kingdom of God—in Matthew
13:31-32 Jesus compares the Kingdom to a mustard
seed. We see here the nurturing nature of God’s King-
dom which begins humbly, grows, and blesses all crea-
tion.

This theme culminates in Revelation 22:1-2 where
the imagery John describes echoes the Garden of Eden.
And once more we are invited to believe in God’s prov-
idence, to remain connected to Christ, and to bear fruit.

Lord, you planted each of us. As we bloom, may
we display the beauty of Your grace and share the fra-
grance of Your love.

Blessings.
Fran Wallin

* This article was prepared with assistance and context from Bible Hub
Topical Bible.

WOMEN OF HOoPéE
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o facthiad love endunes forever"
| Chnonicles 16:54

Women of Hope wish everyone a safe
and Happy 4th of July! God Bless America!
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ONE-ON-ONE
MUSIC LESSONS

with Katrina Wessel,
Director of Music, Mt Hope Lutheran
Church

Beginner Piano
Beginner Guitar
Beginner or Intermediate Vocal
$20 for 25 minutes

3 1
To sign up, scan E

the box, visit the

link, or email
https://tinyurl.com/4hu4bp29
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music@mthopelutheran.org



This-n-That

WEEKLY EVENTS

Sunday Adult Bible Study
10:45 am in the Library

Sunday School
—On hiatus until September—

GriefShare

GriefShare is on Summer break currently and will
begin their next session in the Fall. If you have any
guestions, contact Joy Schneider.

Tuesdays @ Two

Mt. Hope hosts conversation and
coffee on Tuesdays at 2:00 pm. All
are invited to attend. We usually
have some treats too!

ONGOING EVENTS

1* Sunday of the Month

On that day we take a Noisy Offering for the Chil-
dren’s Ministry program! Bring your “noisy” coins that
day to drop in the bucket (paper money donations
gladly accepted also!).

Card Ministry

Take a moment to fill out the August birthday cards in
the entryway. Write a little bible verse, add a birthday
greeting and bless those at Mt. Hope who have birth-
days in August. We're always one month HApp
ahead so when the new month begins, '

we can start distributing the greetings.

And, if you have been a long time member at Mt.
Hope, we should have your birthday on file. If you are
not a member and/or somewhat new to our church,
we might not have your birth date. We would love to
include you in our birthday card greeting program.
Just give your name and birth date to Pastor Fran,
Kristi Voth or the church office.

PORTALS OF PRAYER

P The Jul-Sep Portals of Prayer is now availa-
ble outside the fellowship hall. And don’t
forget, we now have available a digest-
sized option! Not too small, not too large!

Also available outside the office is the Hope-Full Living
devotionals for Jul-Sep. Contact us if you’d like to
have one sent out to you.

NOTE THIS CHANGE: July book club will
be WEDNESDAY July 9th! We decided
that because many people travel on
the weekend and to avoid holidays our
new meeting time will be the second Wednesday of
each month.

It will still be at Renata's for the summer months but
in the fall will switch permanently to Real Life where
Shirley and Marilyn live. This is handicapped accessi-
ble as we are not getting younger. We hope to add a
few more members!

. .ope e Adventureg
Our book is a familiar one that we read Hsdeberty foun

in childhood; HUCKLEBERRY FINN by
Mark Twain is considered an American
masterpiece so we are taking a new
look at it as adults. | was surprised to
read an article that said that Mark Twain is America's
greatest writer. Who knew? Let’s discuss!

PRAYER CHAIN

.

Each month we provide for you a daily
prayer topic list. You can find it lo-

at the information table outside of the
office or at a number of other plac-
throughout the church.

If you have a personal prayer request for you, a loved
one, or a friend, our prayer group will include it in our
prayers, and pass it along to Pastor Fran to include
during worship (if desired). And, we rejoice when
prayers are answered! If there is no longer a need to
be included in our prayers, also please let us know.

If you have a personal prayer request, send your pray-
er requests to me at fratwocor489@aol.com or by
telephone at 612-644-4052. Fran Wallin

Mt. Hope Online!
Find our livestreamed services on YouTube

or on our Facebook page.

GﬂYouTuhe


https://www.youtube.com/@mounthopelutheranchurch4763/streams
https://www.facebook.com/mthopelutheranchurch

BLOOMINGTON LCMS CHURCHES JOINT OUTREACH PROJECT

Drop of f anytime during the month of July at YOUR church
and volunteers will deliver to schools in early Avgust.

#2 PENCILS

GLUE STICKS
WIDE-RULE LOOSE PAPER
WIDE-RULE NOTEBOOKS
TISSUES

SANITIZING WIPES
FOLDERS

BASIC MARKER SETS
BASIC CRAYON SETS
PINK ERASERS

PENCIL BOXES

SAFETY SCISSORS

Whether we like it or not, school supplies will be appearing in stores any day
now. But, that’s the perfect time to pick up some bargains on school supplies!
We will have a box at church to collect them. Let’s fill it up!!




( r 9,
Rl

e
0;

Il

Qs
4

@)

A LR L L

e VEAP’s Lunch & Learn program—an engaging way to learn more about VEAP’s impact on food inse-

curity and housing stability. Enjoy a light lunch, a short presentation, and a guided tour of our building.

uPDATE The next Lunch & Learn will take place on Thursday, July 17th at Noon. Go to their website to register:

www.veap.org/lunch-and-learn/

e If you are a gardener, VEAP is suggesting you plant a little extra, and start a "Giving Garden", and deliver extra fresh
produce the same day it is harvested to door #4 at VEAP 9600 Aldrich Ave. S. in Bloomington.

e In addition to shelf-stable food, VEAP also accepts and highly encourages donations of household products

like laundry detergent, toilet paper, soap, paper towels, shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant and all other

home and personal hygiene products (including feminine hygiene items and adult diapers). They also ac-

cept pet food for clients with furry ones in their home.

Karen Mueller, Ministry Partner Rep.

JUNE 8TH BLOOMINGTON LC-MS
OUTDOOR WORSHIP

It was for the second year in a
row, a bluebird day for our
Bloomington four LCMS church
co-op service. It was a blessing
to have the churches work to-
gether in praise and glory to
our Lord! We hope to keep
this as a yearly event.

(Right: Pastor Fran led the Confession & - —
Absolution for those in attendance.) s s R

VBS—Aug. 6-8
10am-2pm

Hope Fair—Aug. 9

TNTROESPERANY,
QD 10am-2pm

Centro Esperanza MN will be holding VBS
here at Mt. Hope in August and to wrap up
the week, a Hope Fair that Saturday. There
will be a planning meeting for these events

on Wednesday, July 2nd at 5:30pm.

We have enjoyed a number of joint activi-
ties thus far and this is another one. The
events will be publicized and open to our
neighbors so there is expected to be a good
turn out. What a great opportunity for us to
help in reaching out and connecting with
members of the community! We hope you
can join in!




BIRTHDAYS

7/7 Zeke Green

7/8 Cory Brantner
7/11 Jonathan Moss
7/11 Silas Green

7/13 Victoria Frein
7/14 Connie Fitzgerald
7/16 Carl Fox

7/16 Jerry Buelow
7/28 Grayson Scheifer

BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS
7/1 Marcy Caspersen
7/2 Tricia Regan

7/11 Bob Tolzin

7/14 Kirsten Melbostad
7/15 Madyson Ford
7/15 Sabrina Ford

7/15 Samarah Ford
7/28 Jerry Buelow

7/?? Dawn Vogland

July Celebrations!!

ANNIVERSARIES
7/6 Josh & Megan Adamek — 6yr
7/14 Dave & Jenn Schleifer — 13yr

Serving in July

Coffee/Treats & Clean up: Eileen Daak
Kitchen/Receptions: TBD

Altar: Jenn Schleifer

Elders: TBD

Altar Flowers

July 6 — Karen Mack—remembering John on our anniversary today

July 13 — #1---Jenn and Dave Schleifer—in celebration of their 13th anniversary
#2—-Harriet and Kirsten Buelow—in celebration of Jerry's 90th birthday

July 20— open

July 27 — Jenn and Dave Schleifer—in celebration of Grayson's 4th birthday

Sponsoring the altar flowers is a beautiful way to honor loved ones. Flowers are often given to mark special life
events such as birth and birthdays; anniversary of a wedding, baptism, confirmation; the memory of a loved one;
or as a thanksgiving for life’s blessings.

The 2025 Altar Flower Sign Up Calendar is on the bulletin board in the information hallway. Please sign up for a
date and place your $30 check, payable to the Women of Hope, in Karen Mack’s mailbox opposite the bulletin
board. Karen Mack’s phone number is 952-831-7428 for any questions you may have.

NOTE: Each month, by the 20th, | send to the office, the next months list of people who have signed up
to donate flowers. If, by chance, there is an open spot in the next month and you sign up after the 20th,
please let me know, so | don’t miss your name and consequently have no flowers. Thank you.



July 2025

Where Guests become Friends and Friends become Family

Mount Hope Lutheran Church
3601 W Old Shakopee Rd., Bloomington MN 55431

www.mthopelutheran.org

church@mthopelutheran.org
952 888 5059

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 Independence Day 4 5
2:00pm Tues@2  10:00am IFC 3:30-7:30pm 1-7:00pm Worship
7:00pm Youth 5:30pm VBS/Hope Fair Worship Retreat
Worship Planning Workshop
8:00pm AA 7:00pm Bible Study
7:00pm Kids Choir
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
9:30am Worship ~ 10:00am IFC 2:00pm Tues@2 10:00am IFC 7:00pm WorshipTm  7:00pm Marriage
NO Ed.Hour 7:00pm YA Disc. 1:30pm Book Club Rehearsal Discipleship
11:30am CentroEsp. 8:00pm AA @ Renata’s
Worship 7:00pm Kids Choir
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:30am Worship  10:00am IFC 2:00pm Tues@2  10:00am IFC 7:00pm WorshipTm 10:30am Teen
10:45am Ed. Hour  7:000m Men’s 7:00pm YA Disc. ~ 7:00pm Bible Study Rehearsal Discipleship
11:30am CentroEsp. Discipleship  8:00pm AA 7:00pm Kids Choir
Worship
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9:30am Worship  10:00am IFC 2:00pm Tues@2 10:00am IFC 7:00pm WorshipTm
10:45am Ed. Hour 7:00pm YA Disc. 7:00pm Kids Choir Rehearsal
11:30am CentroEsp. 8:00pm AA
Worship Deadline for
August News
27 28 29 30 31
9:30am Worship ~ 10:00am IFC 2:00pm Tues@2  10:00am IFC 7:00pm WorshipTm
10:45am Ed. Hour 8:00pm AA 7:00pm Prayer Rehearsal
Service
7:00pm Kids Choir

Note: Centro Esperanza MN activities are indicated by ITALICS

Mt. Hope Church Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 1:00pm-5:00pm


http://www.mthopelutheran.org
mailto:church@mthopelutheran.org

Mt. Hope Lutheran Church
3601 W Old Shakopee Rd
Bloomington, MN 55431

Address Service Requested

This is a monthly publication of Mt. Hope Luther-
an Church (LCMS) in Bloomington, MN. Any sub-
missions for the newsletter need to be into the
office by the 20" of the month. Publication is
generally around the 25", with the goal of being
sent out/available to members by the end of the
prior month. It is also available for viewing/
download from our website.

Other reading material currently )

available at the church: &

e June/July MN South District News

e Jul-Sep Portals of Prayer

e Jul/Aug/Sep Sagacity Senior News

e Summer Lutheran Women’s Quarterly
e Summer LWML MN South news

e ..and more!

Sunday Services Online at:

YouTube Channel: Mount Hope Lutheran Church

Facebook: Mount Hope Lutheran Ch, Bloomington, MN

Mount Hope's Staff

Fran Green

Pastor
pastor@mthopelutheran.org

Katrina Wessel
Music Director
music@mthopelutheran.org

Allen Petersen
Administrative Assistant

church@mthopelutheran.org

Sam Killam
Custodian
skillam06@yahoo.com

Mt. Hope's
2025 Governing Board

Al Johnson

Bart Killam

David Schleifer

Fran Wallin

Ina Adams

Kathy Sundseth
Kirsten Buelow
Lloyd Quittschreiber

Pastor Fran Green

Vern Traetow
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