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So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1 NLT) 
 
What a glorious celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection yesterday!  It was wonderful to worship in two services 
once again with so many of you.  We are thankful as well to be able to use the technology we have been 
blessed with to also join together and celebrate via livestream and the recorded services on our YouTube 
channel.   
 
As we move into our second year of COVID-19 challenges, we are slowly working to resume “normal” 
practices.  We do plan to continue for the month of April our worship times of 8:15 and 10:45. (There will not 
be in-person Bible study this week.)  We are hopeful that another in-person option will allow more to return 
to church as more are vaccinated all the time.  As always, though, we understand and support each individual 
decision and comfort level with being in public spaces.  Corona virus is still a threat and appears that it will 
continue to be for some time.   
 
Invite a guest to join us in person at 8:15 or 10:45 am each Sunday or via live streaming on our YouTube page  
Mount Hope Lutheran Church - YouTube or catch it at a later time either on our website mthopelutheran.org or call 
for a DVD copy.  Remember, there are a lot of people “out there” who need to hear the Good News of Jesus.   
 
You may have noticed that we have begun offering communion on Sundays and we plan to continue this 
practice.  However, if you are unable to participate on Sundays, we will offer private communion by 
appointment during the week for those who are able to come in to church.  Please contact the church office to 
get your spot to receive Holy Communion, Wednesday, April 7. 

 

Also, I plan to resume home visits as facilities allow and as you are comfortable with those visits.  As always, 
the Lord’s Supper will be included.   

 

Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Corinthians 15:57 

 

We are Mount Hope, Where Guests become Friends, Friends become Family! 
Serving together, 
Pastor Fran Green  
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWrg0uhuRoCGP3oLBfXkzzQ
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“And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men.” (Matthew 28:4) “But the angel said to 
the women, ‘Do not be afraid.’” (Matthew 28:5) “So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear.” 
(Matthew 28:8) “Then Je-sus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid.’” (Matthew 28:10)  
 
Easter is supposed to be a time of great joy, hallelujahs, flowers, music and cel-ebration. Easter, however, 
begins with fear—great fear!   
 
You’ve most likely heard this definition of fear. False evidence appearing real. That’s it. False evidence 
appearing real. What is the false evidence appearing real on the first Easter? Jesus had been beaten 
barbarically, maimed mercilessly and buried haphazardly, so his ministry? Over. His movement? Finished. His 
cause? Done. All hope? Lost. Easter begins with great fear—great fourfold fear! False evidence appearing so 
very real.  
 
The goal of this message is to replace fear with faith. What is faith? Forsaking all I take him? For anything, I 
trust Him. Find assurance in trusting Him. Who is him? Jesus, our Redeemer! Jesus, our Redeemer, creates 
beauty from ashes. Remember that! 
 
Matthew’s graveside scene is clearly the most dramatic of the four Gospels.  An earthquake, an angel, guards 
filled with terror, and messages about Jesus going on ahead to Galilee.  What is Matthew’s point in all of this? 
The point is that what is happening is the action of God Himself! God is start-ing something new, the 
beginning of a new world that was promised long ago.  A whole new world is opening up before them, Jesus 
conquers the grave!  New Life!   
 
We begin with fear because that’s how the first Easter begins. As much as we try to deny it, fake it and stuff it, 
we all live in fear—false evidence appearing real. Or we become plagued with worry, which is dwelling on or 
thinking about our fears.   
 
Fear whispers incessantly, “There’s trouble out there!” So, we don’t sleep well. Haven’t you read the news and 
heard the reports and seen the studies? Air-planes fall out of the sky. Bull markets go bear. Terrorists 
terrorize. Good peo-ple turn bad. The other shoe will drop. Fine print will be found!  There is so much trouble 
in the world.  We are in year two of COVID-19 with all of its fear-provoking trials.   
 
Fear attacks us with two words—“What if?” What if I lose my job? What if I can’t pay my rent? What if this 
relationship doesn’t work out? What if he is still mad at me? What if my knee never gets better? What if? 
What is your “What if?” today? They all lead us to fear. 
 
Fear twists us into emotional pretzels, makes our eyes twitch, our blood pres-sure rise, our heads ache and 
our armpits sweat. We numb our fear with six-packs and food binges and too much TV. We express our fear 
with volcanic anger and silent stares—we’re experts at both. Distractions!    
 
Romans 5:8, But God showed His great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.   
Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear.  (1 John 4:18) 

Easter Message from April 4, 2021 



Death is dead! Sin is forgiven! Hope is eternal. The victory is won! What looks world-ending (OUR GREATEST 
FEAR) is finally life-giving! 
 
For this is how God loved the world:  He gave His one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will 
not perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16 
 
And Jesus said it would happen! Five times in Matthew’s Gospel Jesus says he would rise from the dead. Five 
times Jesus says, “I must go to Jerusalem, suffer many things, be killed, and on the third day be raised.” Five 
times Jesus says that!  
 
Still, the disciples chose fear over faith! They abandoned Jesus on Thursday. Only one stands at the cross on 
Friday. And on Sunday they all hide behind locked doors for fear of the Jews. It’s so easy to choose fear, false 
evidence appearing real, over faith, forsaking all I take him. WHAT IF? 
 
Wouldn’t you rather live by faith? Then here is the angel’s promise for you. “He is not here, for he has risen, 
just as he said!” (Matthew 28:6) “Just as he said!” We can trust what Jesus says!  Jesus says, “I took away your 
sin. I con-quered death. I’m alive bodily and eternally. And I’m coming again to perfect your body and restore 
the entire creation!  Fear be gone! Live by faith!” We have the assurance of Jesus’ promises!  We can live 
boldly without fear. 
 
Jesus said, I will not leave you or forsake you! (Hebrews 13:5), I will send you a helper (John 14:15).  You are a 
part of my Body the Church (Ephesians 4:12). 
 
Do you know what the most frequent command in the Bible turns out to be? What instruction, what order, is 
given repeatedly, by prophets, by angels, by Je-sus and by apostles? What do you think? “Be good”? “Be 
holy”? “Don’t sleep during the sermon”? No. The most frequent command in the Bible is, “Don’t fear.” Three 
hundred and sixty-five times! (365) One for each day of the year! And why is that?  
 
Faith—forsaking all I take him. Him? Our Redeemer! Jesus creates life from death; joy from sadness; and 
beauty from ashes. New Life – New Creation!   
 
1. It started with just these few women at the tomb, then spread to the disciples, then throughout 
Samaria, Galilee, the Mediterranean, and be-yond. It continued through to your baptism. 
2. Do you still feel the earthquake of Christ’s resurrection rumbling through your life? We know that after 
our Gospel reading for today in Matthew that Jesus calls us to GO!  Impact others with the power of this 
earthquake of resurrection power.  
 
Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all the na-tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you.  And be sure of this: I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 
Through your Christian life, baptized into Christ’s death and resurrec-tion (Rom 6), and through the church’s 
life (and our local church) the earthquake continues to rumble and spread as we love and serve our friends 
and neighbors. The world looks at our lives as evidence for Christ’s reverberation. 
 
3. This earthquake will continue until it is ended with a trumpet call, when death for all is overcome (1 
Cor 15:50ff). 
 
HE IS RISEN!  He is risen indeed!  Hallelujah!  



We close with these words from one who was there and witnessed it all. 
 
We proclaim to you the one who existed from the beginning, whom we have heard and seen.  We saw him 
with our own eyes and touched him with our own hands.  He is the Word of life.  1 John 1:1 Amen. 
 
Portions used with permission from, Reed Lessing. © 2021 Creative Communications for the Parish, a division of Bayard, 
Inc., 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 63026. 800-325-9414. www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved. 
 
 

As always, we will make our service available online. If you are not comfortable with attending at this time or 

are part of a high-risk population, the safest place for you is in your home.  
 

To Watch LIVE: Youtube: Mount Hope Lutheran Church - YouTube 
To Watch After on the WEB: 
Youtube: Mount Hope Lutheran Church - YouTube 
Facebook: Mount Hope Lutheran Church, Bloomington, MN | Facebook 
Instagram: on your phone at Mount Hope Lutheran Church 
Website: Mount Hope Lutheran Church – Minneapolis, MN (mthopelutheran.org) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” Matthew 18:20 

 

Two services will be offered on Sundays at 8:15 and 10:45 am. These services will be exactly the same. Pick the 

time that works for you! We are so glad that many of you will be able to meet again to Worship God in-person 

with the fellowship with other believers! 

 

“What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each of you has a hymn, or a word of 

instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that the church may be 

built up.” 1 Corinthians 14:26 NIV 

 

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh 

day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, 

your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in 

six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. 

Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.” Exodus 20:8-11 
  

Back to 2 Services 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWrg0uhuRoCGP3oLBfXkzzQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWrg0uhuRoCGP3oLBfXkzzQ
https://www.facebook.com/mthopelutheranchurch/
https://www.mthopelutheran.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Altar Flowers 
The new 2021 Flower Calendar is up on the bulletin board in the information hallway. Please sign up for a date that 
you would like to recognize a special date or want to beautify the church.  The arrangements are $30.-Make your 
check payable to The Women of Hope and place it and your dedication in Karen Mack’s mailbox or call her at 952-
831-7428. There are many spots available to choose from. Sign up today!  
Flowers given on Sunday, April 4 were given by John and Karen Mack--In thanksgiving for our Risen Lord 

Thank you to the HYMN Bible Study Group for providing the beautiful Easter Lilies and Calla Lilies around 

the altar on Easter Sunday.  

 

HYMN Bible Study 
Our next HYMN Bible Study will be on Tuesday, April 20th at 6:30 pm. We will be meeting in the sanctuary 
again to be able to maintain our 6ft. social distancing. Please read Month 6. We will be completing the Month 
6 Monthly Reflection together.  
 

International Friendship Center 
The International Friendship Center meets here at Mount Hope Lutheran Church and has now begun meeting 
in person once again. The Center offers citizenship classes, English classes, knitting classes, cooking classes, 
computer classes, and sewing classes. No matter where you are from…you are welcome to attend our free 
classes! If you would like to volunteer and help, please call our missionaries: Nadar at 402-968-6486 or 
Georgette at 402-889-6162.  

  

Announcements 

Happy Birthday   

5 Ashley Cleveland 

13 Averi Lang  

16 Tricia Mack   

19 Renata Melby   

19 Linda Quittschreiber  

20 Chris Nazy   

20 Kim Kunkel   

21 Ramona Duncan   

22 Tim Woebke   

23 Randy Lingen  

24 Andrew Nazy   

29 Nathan Moss 

April Celebrations 
Baptism Anniversary 

1 Caleb Mack  

8 Eunice Marose   

15 Darlene Buelow  

16 Maria Killam 

25 Rev John Stern 

 

Wedding Anniversary 
11 Greg and Janice Elbert 

14 Kevin and Emily Lang 

 

 



Thank You Christus Choir 
We would like to extend our thanks to the Christus Chorus, of Concordia University, St. Paul for all the beautiful 
choral music and videos supplied for our Lenten season!  Dr. David L. Mennicke, is conductor. Emily Woodhall is a 
choral member at the school.  
 
Email received from Jane Wilke, BA '75 Concordia University, St. Paul-Director of Church Relations: 

 
We are delighted to share the Christus video of the Schutz Passion According to St. John. 
The address is: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1IWS0PkI8-S_vqdFwjN1qWfTa5UQqKbUf?usp=gmail 
The folder includes four separate recordings, as well as a Word document that includes the text. 
 
This performance was recorded on March 16, 2021, in Concordia’s Graebner Memorial Chapel (COVID style, of 
course!). The role of Jesus is sung by CSP 2019 music/theatre graduate Maurice Fields, and the role of Pilate is sung 
by CSP 2020 music/English graduate Noah Klemp. The narration parts are sung by the members of the Christus 
Chorus. Groups of the choir stand and sing to represent the mob, the priests, and the soldiers.  
 
David Trembley recorded the audio. Christus Chorus member Ryan Skille did the video editing, and CSP Theatre 
Technical Director Justin Hooper oversaw the production. 
  
We pray that this offering is a blessing for your Easter observance. 
 
Feel free to reach out with any questions you might have. 
 
Blessings! 
 
Jane Wilke, BA '75 
Concordia University, St. Paul 
Director of Church Relations 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 

VEAP March Food & Fund Drive 
MARCH 1st thru APRIL 11th, 2021, and is Minnesota's biggest annual drive. During this pandemic, in 2020 VEAP 
provided 4,663,561 million pounds of healthy and nutritious food to 33,349 households. They helped nearly 
2,100 households remain secure in their homes by distributing close to $3.6 million in rental and utility 
assistance. Even though we kept an ongoing collection this past year, March is our designated VEAP campaign, 
and presently the most needed items are as follows:  
Baking essentials (flour, sugar, cooking oil, etc.) 
Birthday items for our young visitors (cake mixes, frosting, candles, etc.) 
Laundry detergent 
Personal care & household items (shampoo, toothpaste, soap, shaving cream toiletries, etc.) 
Paper products (toilet paper, paper towels, napkins) 
Gluten-free products (whole grains like brown rice, wild rice, quinoa, cornmeal, nut flours & butters, rice 
crackers etc.) 
Whole grain cereal (like Shredded Wheat, Kashi, bran cereals, Chex, etc.) 
Paper bags (They always need your extra paper grocery bags.) Not plastic grocery bags. 
VEAP'S goals for 2021 are 75,000 pounds of food and $175,000. Every $10.00 they receive equals enough food 
for families to make 30 meals. If you choose to support VEAP with $, please place a check in my mailbox at 
church. Place food items on the green shelf in the narthex. 
Thank you for your continued support of VEAP. It is much appreciated-Karen Mueller, Ministry Partner 
Representative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://veap.org/donate/give-today// 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mount Hope Lutheran Church 

 3601 W Old Shakopee Rd 

 Bloomington, MN 55431 
 
 
 Address Service Requested  

 

Sunday Worship Schedule 

9:30am   In-Person Worship 

Services Online at  

www.mthopelutheran.org/sermons 

 

Phone: 952-888-5059 

E-mail: church@mthopelutheran.org 

Website: www.mthopelutheran.org 

Youtube Channel: Mount Hope 

Lutheran Church 

Mount Hope’s Staff 
Fran Green  Pastor 

   pastor@mthopelutheran.org 

Christina Brantner Music Director 

   music@mthopelutheran.org 

Jennifer Adamek Administrative Assistant-Media 

   jadamek@mthopelutheran.org 

Kim Woebke Director of Preschool and Childcare 

 Administrative Assistant 

                                church@mthopelutheran.org 

Steve Sundseth Custodian 

Sam Killam  Custodian 

 

mailto:church@mthopelutheran.org

