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Message from Pastor Fran Green 
 

Happy New Year!! 

 

And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are 

called according to His purpose for them.  Romans 8:28 NLT 

 

Well, here we are at the beginning of a New Year!  So many people are celebrating.  The celebration is 

probably as much in saying goodbye to 2020 as it is in welcoming 2021.  Of course, we know that God has 

been and remains in control.   

 

We may have struggled with this fact and possibly the words of Romans 8:28, but our God promises to use all 

of it, even the year 2020, for good.  That’s a promise to cling to each and every day of our lives.  The Lord 

grows us as a people and equips us for every good work.   

 

That is exciting and is cause for us to boldly charge into the New Year, 2021!  We are embarking on a journey 

together as a community of believers.  This journey will include a sermon series titled, Forward.  The series is 

based on a book Forward, Discovering God’s Presence and Purpose in Your Tomorrow by Dr. David Jeremiah.  

The challenge for all of us is to move forward and grow as God’s people.   

 

Please see the enclosed message from Sunday for the introduction/foundation of this study.  This coming 

Sunday, January 9, we will begin with the theme DREAM.  Join us in person at 9:30 or via live streaming on our 

YouTube page  Mount Hope Lutheran Church - YouTube or catch it at a later time either on our website 

mthopelutheran.org or call for a DVD copy.   

 

Spirit of Hope 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWrg0uhuRoCGP3oLBfXkzzQ


All of our mid-week advent and Christmas Eve services are available online or DVD.  The DVDs are available 

on a table near the east entrance of the church or call the church office and we will send you a copy in the 

mail.  Mthopelutheran.org/sermons  

 

We will continue to offer private communion on Wednesdays for now.  These visits have been well-received 

and are a wonderful time to connect in a meaningful way with our Lord.  Please contact the church office to 

get your spot to receive Holy Communion, Wednesday, January 6 or January 13.  If Wednesdays do not work, 

please let Kim know what does and I will work you in.   

 

Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Corinthians 15:57 

 

We are Mount Hope, Where Guests become Friends, Friends become Family! 

Pastor Fran Green  

____________ 

Thank You!!  We are grateful for the Christmas gift that you gave to our family.  It is such a blessing to serve 

our Lord with all of you who are so generous, thoughtful, and caring.  Thank you so much!  Pastor Fran, 

Tammy, Zeke, Silas  

 

 

 
January 3, 2021 

 

And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are 

called according to His purpose for them.  Romans 8:28 NLT 

 

Let’s take a moment to think about the year 2020.  Would you consider it a good year?  Did 2020 ever cause 

you to ponder the verse above?  Everything?  For good?  Of course, the year does not have a good reputation 

no matter how we might classify it.  You know it is actually now “shorthand” for any that goes wrong or bad in 

one’s life.  Have a bad day?  Troubles, difficulties, challenges?  2020! 

 

Well, here we are at the beginning of a New Year!  2021!  What are your hopes and dreams for this year?  Did 

you set any New Year’s resolutions?  Did 2020 so knock us down that we are afraid to aim high?   

Sunday’s Message 

http://mthopelutheran.org/sermons/


I’ve been doing a lot of reading in preparation for 2021, thinking about Mount Hope and our future, etc.  

Three books, in particular, are guiding my study time.  The Bible, probably a good book to include       New 

Morning Mercies, by Paul David Tripp, and Forward by David Jeremiah.  We will be using this book Forward as 

a guide for a series the next several weeks.   

 

God’s people are to be forward thinkers.  The apostle Paul stated, I focus on this one thing:  Forgetting the 

past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the 

heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.  Philippians 3:13-14 NLT 

 

Nineteenth-century preacher F.B. Meyer wrote, It is a mistake to be always turning back to recover the past.  

The law for Christian living is not backward, but forward; not for experiences that lie behind, but for doing the 

will of God, which is always ahead and beckoning us to follow. 

 

Our challenge is to move FORWARD as a church, to move forward each of us as God’s people.  David 

Jeremiah’s book Forward, Discovering God’s Presence and Purpose in Your Tomorrow, offers ten steps (I like 

life principles better) that he hopes will spark one’s interest and help his readers to move forward with fresh 

energy and desire.  Jeremiah writes, Your life is an investment with eternal dividends.  Here on earth, you’ll 

finish in God’s timing only to immediately resume your activities in heaven, where an eternity of worship, work, 

and fellowship awaits you.  Let’s move forward – boldly into the year 2021! 

 

And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are 

called according to His purpose for them.  Romans 8:28 NLT 

 

We can move forward because God...He can be trusted.  What are the very first words on our Bibles?  In the 

beginning God!  Genesis 1:1 

 

Our lives, this church, our own faith are not about us, they’re about God, His plan, His kingdom, His glory.  Paul 

David Tripp writes, It really is the struggle of struggles.  It is counterintuitive for us all.  It is the thing that 

makes our lives messy and our relationships conflicted.  It is what sidetracks our thoughts and kidnaps our 

desires.  It is the thing below all the other things that you could point to that argues for our need for grace. 

 



It is the one battle that one never escapes.  It is the one place where ten out of ten of us need rescue.  It is the 

fight that God wages on our behalf to help us to remember that life is simply not about us.  It is about God – 

His plan, His kingdom, and His glory. 

 

We move forward focused on Him.  We know we cannot accomplish this on our own.  Romans 8:24-25, We 

are saved by trusting.  And trusting means looking forward to getting something we don’t yet have – for a 

man who already has something doesn’t need to hope and trust that he will get it.  But if we must keep 

trusting God for something that hasn’t happened yet, it teaches us to wait patiently and confidently.  TLB 

 

We are living in the sure and certain hope of loving and serving our Lord always.  To His glory!  Are we moving 

forward in this trust, in anticipation of receiving the “heavenly prize”, our full rights, our new bodies, being 

released from pain and suffering, in the place that Jesus has prepared? 

 

How?  How do we move forward living to the glory of God in eager trust and expectation?  The apostle Paul 

states, So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 1 Corinthians 10:31 

NLT 

 

Whatever you do, in other words, always!  Is it even possible to live so focused on the Lord?  That He is always 

first in our lives and that our lives revolve around Him?   

 

Luther’s Small Catechism teaches us that our baptism into Christ, which “works forgiveness of sins, rescues 

from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this,” also indicates that the Christian 

life involves an ongoing struggle between the “old creature” and the “new man.” “It indicates that the Old 

Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and 

that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.” 

 

And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are 

called according to His purpose for them.  Romans 8:28   

 

We “die daily” repenting of our sins.  We trust in God.  He is faithful even when we are not.  He causes 

everything to work together for the good of those who love God.  This isn’t saying that all things are good, or 

that bad is good, 2020 was good, etc.  He causes all of these things to work for the good.  Something good will 

come out of this.  We MOVE FORWARD with this sure and certain hope. 



The Lord can be trusted; our faith in Him is enough.  We cannot do it alone.  Listen to these powerful words 

(promises), And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness.  For example, we don’t know what God wants us to 

pray for.  But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words.  And the Father 

who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers in harmony with 

God’s own will.  Romans 8:26-27 NLT 

 

The Holy Spirit prays...pleads for us!  Look out 2021!  We are moving forward boldly!!  The Holy Spirit is 

praying and pleading for us.  As if that is not enough. 

 

Who then will condemn us?  No one – for Christ Jesus died for us and was raised to life for us, and he is 

sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading for us.  Romans 8:34 NLT 

 

The Holy Spirit prays and pleads for us!!  Jesus is pleading for us!!  How can we not live excitedly FORWARD, 

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.   

 

Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and 

receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.  Philippians 3:13-14 NLT 

AMEN.   

  



 
 
 
 

Happy New Year 2021 
After the difficult, extraordinary 2020 year we pray and have hope for a brighter year ahead. May God bless 
and keep you in the year 2021! 

Altar Flowers 
The new 2021 Flower Calendar is up on the bulletin board in the information hallway. Please sign up for a date 
that you would like to recognize a special date or want to beautify the church.  The arrangements are $30-
make your check payable to The Women of Hope and place it and your dedication in Karen Mack’s mailbox or 
call her at 952-831-7428.  

 

New 2021 Directories 
There are new 2021 directories available in the entryway of the church or if you would like one sent to you 
please call the church office at 952-888-5059. 

 

2021 Offering Envelopes 
Offering Envelopes for 2021 are now available in the information hallway or if you would like them sent to you 
please call the church office at 952-888-5059. 

 

Facebook and Instagram 
Check out Mount Hope’s Facebook page for services and posts. You can click on the share button                     
or the like button                   and Mount Hope’s posts-spreading the Good News of Jesus with your friends and 
family! 

 

Book Club 
Book Club will not be meeting in the month of January. Visit your local library for interesting fiction and new 
topics. Let your imagination take you away! 

 

Hymn Bible Study 
Our next HYMN Bible Study will be on Tuesday, January 12th at 6:30 pm in 
the youth room at church. Please read month 4. Pick your favorite Hymn in 
month 4 and be ready to discuss. Book 2 will be available at this date. 

Our thanks to the HYMN Bible study ladies who donated the beautiful white 
poinsettias for the worship center this Christmas season. They made the 
sanctuary look so festive! Thank you! 

  

Announcements 



Action - Sharing Jesus’ Love through January 
 

Stamps for Missions-The stamps on your everyday mail can earn money for missions. Just cut 
around the stamp leaving at least a ¼” paper margin and place them in Wayne Markel’s 
church mailbox. Thank you! 

 

 

 
New Life Family Services Baby Shower 

In honor of Right to Life Sunday we will be collecting new or gently used baby clothes (up to size 2), diapers 
and formula from Sunday, January 10, until Sunday January 31. There will be a baby crib available to place 
your items in the vestibule at church during these dates. They will be taken to New Life Family Services in 
Richfield at the end of the month. If you have any questions please call Jennifer at 952-451-5860 or email her 
at k2adamek@gmail.com. Thank you for your donations! 

  

mailto:k2adamek@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mount Hope Lutheran Church 

 3601 W Old Shakopee Rd 

 Bloomington, MN 55431 
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Sunday Worship Schedule 

9:30am   In-Person Worship 

Services Online at  

www.mthopelutheran.org/sermons 

 

Phone: 952-888-5059 

E-mail: church@mthopelutheran.org 

Website: www.mthopelutheran.org 

Youtube Channel: Mount Hope 

Lutheran Church 

Mount Hope’s Staff 
Fran Green  Pastor 

   pastor@mthopelutheran.org 

Christina Brantner Music Director 

   music@mthopelutheran.org 

Jennifer Adamek Administrative Assistant-Media 

   jadamek@mthopelutheran.org 

Kim Woebke Director of Preschool and Childcare 

 Administrative Assistant 

                                church@mthopelutheran.org 

Steve Sundseth Custodian 

Sam Killam  Custodian 
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