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Message from Pastor Fran Green 
 

Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His presence continually!  1 Chronicles 16:11 ESV   

Well, it was bound to happen.  Due to the possible spread of COVID-19 following a confirmed positive case at 

last Sunday's worship service, we cancelled in-person worship January 24.  We’ve been holding our in-person 

services since back in July when we resumed after shutting things down on March 16 due to the pandemic.  

We are hopeful that there are no other confirmed cases this week so that we can resume in-person January 

31.  But, we are also grateful for the ability to offer our services online.    

The congregational voter’s meeting scheduled for January 24 will be held February 14 immediately following 

worship.   

We continue our journey together as a community of believers as we move into 2021 with a sermon series 

titled, Forward.  The series is based on the book Forward, Discovering God’s Presence and Purpose in Your 

Tomorrow by Dr. David Jeremiah.   

“I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the 

end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.”  Philippians 

3:13-14 NLT 

This past weekend, we talked about focus and specifically choosing our focus.  In a world filled with 

distractions, it can be a challenge to focus on Jesus our way, truth, and life.  “Jesus said, Seek first, the 

Kingdom of God and His righteousness…”  Matthew 6:33.  When Jesus is our “one thing” distractions melt 

away and our lives align with His mission.  “Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God 

transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.  Then you will learn to know God’s will for 

you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.”  Romans 12:2 NLT 
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The challenge for all of us is to move forward and grow as God’s people with our focus on Jesus and our 

relationship with Him.  How can we be part of the solution?  What might the Lord be calling us to do as we live 

as His witnesses?  How can we share Jesus and love our friends and neighbors?  Let our focus shape these 

questions.   

Invite a guest to join us in person at 9:30 each Sunday or via live streaming on our YouTube page: Mount Hope 

Lutheran Church or catch it at a later time either on our website mthopelutheran.org or call for a DVD copy.  

Remember, there are a lot of lonely people out there and perhaps that lonely person is you.  Your Mount 

Hope family is here for you, please reach out and connect with us.   

We will continue to offer private communion by appointment for now.  The governing board is working with 

me to come up with a plan and safe way to offer the Lord’s Supper on Sundays.  On Sunday, February 7 and 

21, there will be opportunities to receive the Lord’s Supper immediately following the worship service for 

those who are unable to come during the week.  We understand that many are not able to participate in 

private communion during the week. 

Please contact the church office to get your spot to receive Holy Communion, Wednesday, February 3 or 

Thursday, February 4.  I will be on vacation this week January 26-February 2.   

Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Corinthians 15:57 

We are Mount Hope, Where Guests become Friends, Friends become Family! 

Pastor Fran Green  

  

  



 

 

 

January 24, 2021 

There are many stories of the Lord God working powerfully through His prophets in the Old Testament.  

Consider this one from the life of the prophet Elisha. 

14 When Elisha was in his last illness, King Joash (some translations use Jehoash) visited him and wept over 

him. 

“My father! My father! You are the strength of Israel!” he cried. 

15 Elisha told him, “Get a bow and some arrows,” and he did. 

16-17 “Open that eastern window,” he instructed. Then he told the king to put his hand upon the bow, and 

Elisha laid his own hands upon the king’s hands. 

“Shoot!” Elisha commanded, and he did. 

Then Elisha proclaimed, “This is the Lord’s arrow, full of victory over Syria; for you will completely conquer 

the Syrians at Aphek. 18 Now pick up the other arrows and strike them against the floor.” 

So the king picked them up and struck the floor three times. 19 But the prophet was angry with him. “You 

should have struck the floor five or six times,” he exclaimed, “for then you would have beaten Syria until 

they were entirely destroyed; now you will be victorious only three times.” So, Elisha died and was buried.  

2 Kings 13:14-20 TLB 

What is going on here?  We know that Elisha was one of the great prophets of the Lord.  Jehoash (Joash) had 

respect and affection for Elisha. He anticipated the loss that the death of God’s spiritual warrior would be to 

Israel. He recognized that Israel’s real defense lay in Yahweh’s angelic army and in Elisha’s spiritual warfare for 

her. 

Elisha gave the king a prophecy of Israel’s future deliverance because Jehoash had humbled himself before 

God.  The king was certainly no angel though.  He had continued the evil practices of the king prior to his reign, 

Jehoahaz, who did what was evil in the sight of God.  But, as is often the case, trouble often causes one to 

reach out to the Lord.   
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The bow and arrows were symbols of the strength and victory God would give Jehoash. By taking them in 

hand the king was symbolically becoming God’s agent of power. Elisha put his own hands on the king’s to 

illustrate that the king’s power would come from Yahweh, whom Elisha represented. 

Elisha was angry when Jehoash shot only three more arrows because in doing so the king was demonstrating 

weak faith. Jehoash knew what shooting the arrows signified (v. 17). Perhaps the king did not believe God 

could or would give him as much victory as Elisha had implied. He failed to trust God even though he knew 

what God had promised. 

Consider this Russian proverb, If you chase two rabbits...you will not catch either one.  Jehoash apparently did 

know that the Lord could deliver; but he did not choose to follow the Lord with his whole heart.  He also 

continued the evil things of his predecessor.   

We continue our journey Forward thinking about our own lives.  Chapter 3 of the book Forward is titled 

Choose, Diminish your distractions and chapter 4 is Focus, Make your one thing the main thing.  They are two 

different topics, but there is a lot of overlap between the two chapters.  Elisha in our story above tells us that 

if we Focus, distractions tend to fall away.  Focus on the mission before you and use all of your resources and 

who you are – trust the Lord. 

What are you chasing today?  What is your “one thing”?  What is your “main thing”?  Are you trying to chase 

two rabbits?  Are we trying to chase two rabbits here at Mount Hope? 

“Jesus said, Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”  

Matthew 6:33 ESV  Jesus is saying, I am the One Thing for you.  I am your life.  In fact, I am the only thing in 

creation that brings true and lasting life.   

1 Chronicles 16:11, “Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His presence continually!”  ESV  One Thing – One 

Focus!!   

Author Josh Billings stated, Be like a postage stamp – stick to one thing until you get there.  Doesn’t that 

describe who we are as the people of God?  Stick to Jesus, He is our One Thing, we stick to Him through this 

journey of life to get to the Promised Land, Paradise, to live in a new way with Him.   

“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself to have attained this. Instead I am single-minded: Forgetting 

the things that are behind and reaching out for the things that are ahead, 14 with this goal in mind, I strive 

toward the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 3:13-14 NET 

“Now pick up the other arrows and strike them against the floor.”  2 Kings 13:18 

Be like a postage stamp – stick to one thing until you get there. 



That is our call as we move forward!  We dream in this context – we pray to our source for His will to be done 

as we single-mindedly follow Him. 

Jesus, how are we to live?  What is The most important or focus for our lives? 

The Lord our God is the one and only Lord.  And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your 

soul, all your mind, and all your strength.  That sounds pretty focused wouldn’t you say?  That is a focus that 

will eliminate distractions.  That is a focus that will open our eyes to serve the Lord, fulfilling the second 

command, “Love your neighbor as yourself; No other commandment is greater than these.”  Mark 12:29-31 

NLT 

This is not our DOING or WORKING to earn our salvation or place as God’s people.  But, Jesus has called us to 

be His ambassadors in this life as we journey. 

We choose each day our focus.  Joshua 24:15, “But if you refuse to serve the Lord, then choose today whom 

you will serve.  Would you prefer the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates?  Or will it be the 

gods of the Amorites in whose land you now live?  But as for me and my family, we will serve the Lord.”  

NLT 

Begin the day by choosing to focus on The Main Thing – Jesus.   

“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done 

for you.  Let them be a living and holy sacrifice – the kind he will find acceptable.  This is truly the way to 

worship him.”  Romans 12:1 NLT 

Choose today who you will follow – stick to Him! 

“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by 

changing the way you think.  Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and 

perfect.”  Romans 12:2 NLT 

That focus and giving ourselves over to trusting in Jesus opens our hearts and minds to know and to do His will 

for us.  That single-minded focus on the Lord opens the door for what He will have us do for Him.  Loving God 

leads to loving people - Loving and serving our neighbors.   

Guests – Friends – Family   

AMEN.    



 
 
 
 
 

Altar Flowers 
The new 2021 Flower Calendar is up on the bulletin board in the information hallway. Please sign up for a date 
that you would like to recognize a special date or want to beautify the church.  The arrangements are $30.-
Make your check payable to The Women of Hope and place it and your dedication in Karen Mack’s mailbox or 
call her at 952-831-7428. There are many spots available to choose from. Sign up today! 
 

Congregational Voter’s Meeting 
There will be a Congregational Voter’s Meeting on Sunday, February 14, 2021 after the 9:30 am service. Our 
Annual Report for the 2020 year will be shared.  
 

STAINED GLASS WINDOW UPDATE 
The goal has been reached for paying for the windows. Over 40% was contributed by nonmembers of Mt. 
Hope. We look forward to installation in the coming months. Thanks to all for your part in the improvement of 
our ministry. 

 

Facebook and Instagram 
Check out Mount Hope’s Facebook page for services and posts. You can click on the share button                     
or the like button                   and Mount Hope’s posts-spreading the Good News of Jesus with your friends and 
family! 
 

National Lutheran School Week 
This week, January 21-27, the families at Mount Hope Preschool and Childcare will be celebrating National 
Lutheran Schools Week. We look forward to this celebration every year. It is a joyful and fun-filled time. Thank 
you for supporting the Center where we share the hope of Jesus with our friends and neighbors daily.  
 

Open Enrollment 
Registration for the 2021-22 school year opens to the public on February 1. If you know of anyone looking for 
preschool, please have them contact Kim in the office or direct them to our website. Mount Hope cares for 
children starting at 33 months of age. We would love to reach more of our neighbors.  
 

Live In-Person Worship 
Wear your mask properly… 
  

Announcements 



Action - Sharing Jesus’ Love through January 
 

Stamps for Missions-The stamps on your everyday mail can earn money for missions. Just cut 
around the stamp leaving at least a ¼” paper margin and place them in Wayne Markel’s 
church mailbox. Thank you! 

 

 

 
 
New Life Family Services Baby Shower 

In honor of Right to Life Sunday we will be collecting new or gently used baby clothes (up to size 2), diapers 
and formula from Sunday, January 10, until Sunday January 31. There will be a baby crib available to place 
your items in the vestibule at church during these dates. They will be taken to New Life Family Services in 
Richfield at the end of the month. If you have any questions please call Jennifer at 952-451-5860 or email her 
at k2adamek@gmail.com. Thank you for your donations! 
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 Mount Hope Lutheran Church 

 3601 W Old Shakopee Rd 

 Bloomington, MN 55431 
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Sunday Worship Schedule 

9:30am   In-Person Worship 

Services Online at  

www.mthopelutheran.org/sermons 

 

Phone: 952-888-5059 

E-mail: church@mthopelutheran.org 

Website: www.mthopelutheran.org 

Youtube Channel: Mount Hope 

Lutheran Church 

Mount Hope’s Staff 
Fran Green  Pastor 

   pastor@mthopelutheran.org 

Christina Brantner Music Director 

   music@mthopelutheran.org 

Jennifer Adamek Administrative Assistant-Media 

   jadamek@mthopelutheran.org 

Kim Woebke Director of Preschool and Childcare 

 Administrative Assistant 

                                church@mthopelutheran.org 

Steve Sundseth Custodian 

Sam Killam  Custodian 
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