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Message from Pastor Fran Green 
 

I focus on this one thing:  Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the 
end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.  Philippians 
3:13-14 NLT 

It is such an exciting time to be The Church!  I was visiting with one of our neighbors this past week; a 
gentleman living in close proximity to Mount Hope.  Interestingly, as we discussed all of the troubling things 
going on in our world, he brought up a word that has been coming up quite often in my conversations with 
others lately – “Lonely”.  He said, “you know there are a lot of lonely people out there.”   

Yes, we’ve been hearing that a lot.  Think about the ongoing and seemingly endless pandemic with all of its 
isolation and restrictions and add to it the civil unrest and troubles of our country.  That leads to many, many 
people who find themselves alone and isolated in their homes – Lonely.   

We have begun a journey together as a community of believers as we move into 2021 with a sermon series 
titled, Forward.  The series is based on the book Forward, Discovering God’s Presence and Purpose in Your 
Tomorrow by Dr. David Jeremiah.  The challenge for all of us is to move forward and grow as God’s people.  
How can we be part of the solution?  What might the Lord be calling us to do as we live as His witnesses?  
How can we share Jesus and love our friends and neighbors?   

This past Sunday we considered chapter two of the book, titled, Pray.  Prayer is vital to all of us as we Dream.  
When we combine our dreams with prayer, the Lord opens our hearts and eyes to opportunities that He cares 
about.  We move Forward with Him as His ambassadors and light in the world.  My dream for Mount Hope is 
that we become the Friendship Center of our neighborhood and beyond!  We can help eliminate Loneliness in 
our circles of influence.   

Invite a guest to join us in person at 9:30 each Sunday or via live streaming on our YouTube page  Mount Hope 

Lutheran Church - YouTube or catch it at a later time either on our website mthopelutheran.org or call for a DVD 
copy.  Remember, there are a lot of lonely people out there and perhaps that lonely person is you.  Your 
Mount Hope family is here for you, please reach out and connect with us.   

We will continue to offer private communion by appointment for now.  The governing board is working with 
me to come up with a plan and safe way to offer the Lord’s Supper on Sundays.  We understand that many 
are not able to participate in private communion during the week.  Look for more information in this 
newsletter for other opportunities to receive communion in the near future.   
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For this week though, please contact the church office to get your spot to receive Holy Communion, 
Wednesday, January 20 or Thursday, January 21. 

 

Reminder, Sunday, January 24, we will be holding a congregational meeting.  This is our annual voter’s 
meeting to approve our budget and conduct other administrative matters of the church.  Also, we will be 
voting on a resolution from our synodical president to extend the current triennium one year.  There are two 
main reasons for this request.   

• First, this is the year for the districts of our synod to hold their state conventions, which always occur 

the year before the national convention.  COVID is impacting circuits ability to hold these meetings due 

to the restrictions on numbers in many states.  Obviously, even with the vaccines coming out, there is 

no way to predict when these restrictions might be lifted. 

• Second, the service/hospitality industry is also dealing with restrictions due to the pandemic, which 

also impacts circuits ability to hold their meetings to conduct the business of our synod.  Therefore, all 

the congregations of the LCMS are asked to vote to extend the current triennium one year.  Please 

contact me if you have any questions or for more information.   

Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Corinthians 15:57 

We are Mount Hope, Where Guests become Friends, Friends become Family! 

Pastor Fran Green  

  

  



 

 

 

January 17, 2021 

Pray with me: Father, once – it seems so long ago now – I had such big dreams, so much anticipation of the 

future.  Now no shimmering horizon beckons me; my days are lackluster.  I see so little of lasting value in the 

daily round.  Where is Your plan for my life, Father? 

You have told us that without vision, we perish.  So Father in Heaven, knowing that I can ask in confidence 

what is Your expressed will to give me, I ask You to deposit in my mind and heart the particular dream, the 

special vision You have for my life. 

And along with the dream, will You give me whatever graces, patience, and stamina it takes to see the dream 

through to fruition?  I sense that this may involve adventures I have not bargained for.  But I want to trust You 

enough to follow even if You lead along new paths.  I admit to liking some of my ruts. 

But I know that habits that seem like cozy nests from the inside, from Your vantage point may be prison cells.  

Lord, if You have to break down any prisons of mine before I can see the stars and catch the vision, then Lord, 

begin the process now.  In joyous expectation.  AMEN. (Adventures in Prayer, Catherine Marshall) 

What a prayer!  Pray is our second “step” as we move forward into 2021, into our future together as a church.  

“No, dear brothers, I am still not all I should be, but I am bringing all my energies to bear on this one thing: 

Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I strain to reach the end of the race and receive 

the prize for which God is calling us up to heaven because of what Christ Jesus did for us.”  Philippians 3:13-

14 TLB  We are moving forward today talking about the follow up to Dream. 

Dreams are important and can provide fuel for moving forward, but it is important to “consult our Creator” as 

part of the process.  What do you think about when you hear the word Pray/Prayer?  What is the purpose of 

prayer, why do we pray?  What is it you want from God when you pray?  What requests dominate your prayer 

life? 

Consider these words from author and pastor Paul David Tripp, True prayer happens at the intersection of 

surrender and celebration.  Prayer is profoundly more than handing a wish list to God and letting him know 

that you’re thankful that he exists and has the power to deliver.  This kind of prayer puts you at the center and, 

in a real way, reduces God down to the divine waiter. 

Sunday’s Message 



It is not his grace that your heart craves.  Wish-list prayer essentially says, “I know what’s best for my life and 

I’d appreciate it, God, if you would use your might to make it happen.” 

We can probably all relate to this.  Tripp continues, Does true prayer include making requests of God?  Sure it 

does.  God encourages us to cast our cares on him, because he really does care for us.  But the requests of true 

prayer are always in the context of surrender and celebration.  It is surrender and celebration that keep those 

requests from being selfish demands or bitter complaints. 

This kind of prayer is a tool of God’s grace in your life.  As you put God in his proper place and celebrate your 

place as his child, prayer becomes a tool God uses to free you from your bondage to you.  Now, that’s grace! 

And this is how we must approach the Lord in prayer as we consider our dreams.  Dr. David Jeremiah offers, A 

prayerful heart is fertile ground for divine ideas.  That is the following of our Lord where we begin to care 

about the things that He cares about.  Our dreams align with His purposes and plans for creation.  Thy 

Kingdom come, Thy will be done... 

Surrender and Celebration -  

One day he was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said, “Master, teach us to 

pray just as John taught his disciples.” So he said, “When you pray, say, Father, Reveal who you are. Set the 

world right. Keep us alive with three square meals. Keep us forgiven with you and forgiving others. Keep us 

safe from ourselves and the Devil.” Then he said, “Imagine what would happen if you went to a friend in the 

middle of the night and said, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread. An old friend traveling through just 

showed up, and I don’t have a thing on hand.’ “The friend answers from his bed, ‘Don’t bother me. The door’s 

locked; my children are all down for the night; I can’t get up to give you anything.’ “But let me tell you, even if 

he won’t get up because he’s a friend, if you stand your ground, knocking and waking all the neighbors, he’ll 

finally get up and get you whatever you need.  “Here’s what I’m saying: Ask and you’ll get; Seek and you’ll find; 

Knock and the door will open. 

“Don’t bargain with God. Be direct. Ask for what you need. This is not a cat-and-mouse, hide-and-seek game 

we’re in. If your little boy asks for a serving of fish, do you scare him with a live snake on his plate? If your 

little girl asks for an egg, do you trick her with a spider? As bad as you are, you wouldn’t think of such a 

thing—you’re at least decent to your own children. And don’t you think the Father who conceived you in 

love will give the Holy Spirit when you ask him?”  Luke 11:1-13 (The Message) 

Jesus tells us to first think about who we are and who we are talking to.  Our Father...The Creator!  Lord God 

Almighty!  That’s who we are addressing, and then He tells us something so amazing!!  ASK.  Please set the 



world right, provide for us, forgive us, help us to live as your ambassadors here forgiving others.  Protect us 

from the evil one.   

ASK! SEEK! KNOCK!   

Prayer at the intersection of surrender and celebration!  We are called to boldly come before our Lord, calling 

out Father, surrendering our lives placing them in trust of His grace and mercy.  That is the context of our ASK.   

“Take delight in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart.”  Psalm 37:4 NIV 

We SEEK Him through the Word and prayer.  We celebrate who we are, children of God, part of the family.  

Jesus said our good and gracious Father invites us to KNOCK, He will answer!  Doesn’t that lead to further 

celebration?!   

Let us come boldly before the Lord in prayer, surrendering our desires to His care and provision.   Celebrating 

our being a part of the family, thanking Him for our place in the Kingdom where we love and serve here at our 

Friendship Center, Where Guests become Friends and Friends become Family.   

Ephesians 3:20-21 (The Message), “God can do anything, you know – far more than you could ever imagine 

or guess or request in your wildest dreams!  He does it not by pushing us around but by working within us, 

his Spirit deeply and gently within us.”   

AMEN. 

  



 
 
 
 
 

Altar Flowers 
The new 2021 Flower Calendar is up on the bulletin board in the information hallway. Please sign up for a date 
that you would like to recognize a special date or want to beautify the church.  The arrangements are $30.-
Make your check payable to The Women of Hope and place it and your dedication in Karen Mack’s mailbox or 
call her at 952-831-7428.  
 

Congregational Voter’s Meeting 
There will be a Congregational Voter’s Meeting on Sunday, January 24, 2021 after the 9:30 am service. Our 
Annual Report for the 2020 year will be shared.  
 

Facebook and Instagram 
Check out Mount Hope’s Facebook page for services and posts. You can click on the share button                     
or the like button                   and Mount Hope’s posts-spreading the Good News of Jesus with your friends and 
family! 
 

National Lutheran School Week 
Next week, January 21-27, the families at Mount Hope Preschool and Childcare will be celebrating National 
Lutheran Schools Week. We look forward to this celebration every year. It is a joyful and fun-filled time. Thank 
you for supporting the Center where we share the hope of Jesus with our friends and neighbors daily.  
 

Open Enrollment 
Registration for the 2021-22 school year opens to the public on February 1. If you know of anyone looking for 
preschool, please have them contact Kim in the office or direct them to our website. Mount Hope cares for 
children starting at 33 months of age. We would love to reach more of our neighbors.  
  

Announcements 



Action - Sharing Jesus’ Love through January 
 

Stamps for Missions-The stamps on your everyday mail can earn money for missions. Just cut 
around the stamp leaving at least a ¼” paper margin and place them in Wayne Markel’s 
church mailbox. Thank you! 

 

 

 
New Life Family Services Baby Shower 

In honor of Right to Life Sunday we will be collecting new or gently used baby clothes (up to size 2), diapers 
and formula from Sunday, January 10, until Sunday January 31. There will be a baby crib available to place 
your items in the vestibule at church during these dates. They will be taken to New Life Family Services in 
Richfield at the end of the month. If you have any questions please call Jennifer at 952-451-5860 or email her 
at k2adamek@gmail.com. Thank you for your donations! 

  

mailto:k2adamek@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mount Hope Lutheran Church 

 3601 W Old Shakopee Rd 

 Bloomington, MN 55431 
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Sunday Worship Schedule 

9:30am   In-Person Worship 

Services Online at  

www.mthopelutheran.org/sermons 

 

Phone: 952-888-5059 

E-mail: church@mthopelutheran.org 

Website: www.mthopelutheran.org 

Youtube Channel: Mount Hope 

Lutheran Church 

Mount Hope’s Staff 
Fran Green  Pastor 

   pastor@mthopelutheran.org 

Christina Brantner Music Director 

   music@mthopelutheran.org 

Jennifer Adamek Administrative Assistant-Media 

   jadamek@mthopelutheran.org 

Kim Woebke Director of Preschool and Childcare 

 Administrative Assistant 

                                church@mthopelutheran.org 

Steve Sundseth Custodian 

Sam Killam  Custodian 
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