
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2020 
 

 

 

 
 

Message from Pastor Fran Green 
 

“Once you had no identity as a people; now you are God’s people.  Once you received no mercy; now you have 
received God’s mercy.”  1 Peter 2:10 NLT 
 
We talked about our identity in our worship service Sunday.  Whether we intentionally focus on these 
questions or not, people are influenced and searching for the answer to Who am I? and Why am I here?  It 
is only in our identity as God’s people do we find fulfillment and answers.  The answer to both is found in 1 
Peter 2:9 (NLT), “But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people.  You are royal priests, a holy nation, 
God’s very own possession.  As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of 
the darkness into his wonderful light.”  Our identity and mission!  You may view this and past worship 
services on our website, mthopelutheran.org/sermons.   
 
In our adult connecting hour (10:30), we continued our CLASS 401, Discovering My Life Mission.  This 
exciting and challenging study will lead us as we discover our mission in the world.  We talked about Jesus’ 
mission, For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost. Luke 19:10 

 

We know this mission of Jesus, but it is good for us to think deeply about Jesus’ words.  And then we are to 
join that mission, which is ours as well.  “This message of salvation should be taken from Jerusalem to all 
nations: There is forgiveness of sins for all who turn to me.”  Luke 24:47  

 

We are excited to learn and grow in our witness to a hurting and broken world that desperately needs 
Jesus.  Due to copyright issues, we cannot put these out on our YouTube page.  Please let us know if you 
would like to participate and are not attending on Sundays so that we may provide copies of the sessions.   

 

Our challenge prayer during this study that I would encourage all of us to be praying-OFTEN-is that the 
Lord will bring people into our lives who need to hear the HOPE that we have in the Lord Jesus.  May we all 
pray for opportunities to share our faith in Jesus!   

 

We continue to offer private communion on Wednesdays.  Please contact the church office to get your spot to 
receive Holy Communion, Wednesday, October 21.  If Wednesday does not work, please let Kim know what does 
and I will work you in.   
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RightNow Media is active again.  Our current subscription for Mount Hope runs through December 15.  Please let 
us know if you are currently using the service and for those who are not please check it out (this is the last week I 
will include this information).  There are Bible studies for many books of the Bible, topical studies, and even 
movies available.  In the interim we will be evaluating whether we will continue with the service in 2021.      

 

We are slowly, with caution and safety, offering more of our “regular” church activities.  The decisions on all of 
this are difficult, as we would love to do more, but we desire to error on the side of caution.  Thank you for your 
patience and support and thank you to all of you who are worshiping with us each week in-person and online.   

 

Thank you also for all of your prayers, God is faithful! 

We are Mount Hope, Where Guests become Friends, Friends become Family! 
Pastor Fran Green  

 

 
 
 
 

 
October 11, 2020 
 
In August of 2004 a man with no identification was found beaten, naked and left for dead behind a Burger King in 
Georgia.  The man was taken to the hospital and as he regained his physical strength; it was discovered that he 
had completely lost his memory of who he was.  Does anyone remember this story?  Benjamin Kyle is his name.  
He apparently remembered his first name, but the last is uncertain. FBI, fingerprints, DNA nothing revealed who 
he was/is.  It became a national story; Dr. Phil even featured Benjamin on a program to try to gain attention to 
hopefully reunite Benjamin with his family.  To this day, his identity is unknown!  NOBODY KNOWS WHO HE IS 
AND HE DOESN’T KNOW WHO HE IS.  He lives in Jacksonville Beach, Florida in a 5 x 8 air-conditioned shack and 
reportedly works as a dishwasher for a local business.  Technically, he’s not even lost because there is no record of 
who he is.  He has NO identity.  Nobody has even come forward to claim knowing him.  There is nobody looking 
for him. 
 
Can you imagine?  Imagine if that was you!  What would happen if something traumatic happened to you today 
and you woke up and had no memory of who you are, no past, no thoughts of the future – NOTHING!  Talk about 
scary!  That is LOST! Not only would it be scary, I believe all people are driven in pursuit of the answer to these 
questions; Who am I?  and Why am I here? 
 
Whether we realize it or not, there is a battle going on for our identity.  I hope and pray that everyone here knows 
that they are part of God’s family, a baptized and forgiven member of His family.  Our enemy, the devil prowls 
around looking for someone to devour, looking to steal that identity, working to beat us down, better yet, trying 
to get us to forget WHO WE ARE.  He would love to leave us laying behind a Burger King or anywhere, forgetting 
who we are. 
 
Think about your past week.  Where did the attacks come from, opinions of others might keep you from your true 
identity.  When people treat us for less than who we are, we can lose a sense of our identity and worth.  Think 
about the hurts and resentment that you might have experienced as well, don’t they get in the way of our 
identity, these are attacks on who we are; they are the work of the devil to erase our identity.  What about the 
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media and our world that are always sending us messages of things we need to do and purchase or become that 
will somehow help us BECOME this or that, those can also rob us of who we are.   
 
Think about the conversation you are having with yourself.  It is ongoing throughout the day.  Think about all of 
the factors that are influencing that conversation; think of all of the influencers that are working to get you to do 
and become something other than who are, attempting to steal your true identity. “But we are citizens of heaven 
where the Lord Jesus lives.”  Philippians 3:20 
 
We were bought and paid for through a great price, Jesus’ death and Resurrection.  We live because of Jesus.  Our 
identity is sealed in Jesus.  It’s important for us not to begin with me though.  The reality is, we are all sinful and 
unclean.  Jesus picks each and every one of us up from behind the Burger King and give us a NEW IDENTITY IN HIM 
BECAUSE OF WHO HE IS. 
 
When we think about the famous LOST AND FOUND chapter in Luke 15, it is easy to get lost looking at the items 
lost.  We can lose focus pondering the sheep and their characteristics, or the coin and its value, etc.  The point of 
these stories, at least the main emphasis is NOT the three found items.  The point is on The Finder!  Look at and 
consider the Grace and Mercy of our Lord!  He searches tirelessly until He finds.  But, then look too at our 
Heavenly Father; there is MORE JOY IN HEAVEN.  THERE IS JOY IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD’S ANGELS, THE FATHER 
THROWS A PARTY FOR THE FOUND.  Our gracious God is thrilled and elated over finding that, which was lost.  He 
is Love!  Titus 3:5, “He saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.”  
Because of His mercy.  Because of Who HE IS, We Are.  Our identity is rooted in Him.   
1 Peter 2:9, “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God or God’s 
special possession, (Jesus the Good Shepherd has found you-saved you).”  God paid a great price for us; he owns 
us; that is our identity.  VS 10-11, (NLT) “Once you had no identity as a people; now you are God’s people.  Once 
you received no mercy; now you have received God’s mercy. Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in 
the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul.” 
 
They are trying to steer you wrong, they are trying to erase your identity.  It’s a war.  Things become more clear 
when we think in these terms don’t they.  Thinking about the daily battle as a war against your soul, against your 
very identity and it all makes sense.  The attacks and blows that are trying to steal our identity of God’s chosen.  
How does one live under these circumstances?  “Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse 
you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.” VS. 12  Don’t let the 
devil and the world try to erase your identity.  NO, live out that identity to influence their thinking.   
 
VS. 16: “Live as free men (people), but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God, 
some translations say-live as God’s slaves.  Show the proper respect to everyone:  Love the brotherhood of 
believers, fear God, honor the king.” Do you ever think about your identity in Christ, as being His slave?  We can 
probably all think about slavery in a negative context thinking about the history of our country and other forms of 
slavery still going on today.  But, what about living as God’s slaves?  What does that mean?  What is a slave?  A 
servant.  Living under the authority of… 
 
The reality is some people hold back from living fully in our IDENTITY as God’ people.  For various reasons, fear of 
what might happen if we were to completely give and live out our IDENTITY.   
 
It is really quite interesting to note that our Burger King friend, Benjamin Kyle had been in contact with a person 
who was working through DNA testing to try and discover his identity.  In February of 2015, a lady contacted him 
and told Benjamin that they were getting close to an identity.  According to the reports I read, he has cut off all 
contacts with these people.  Does he not want to know?  Perhaps he’s afraid of what may happen if he knew 
exactly who he was.  What would that mean in terms of how he should live.  Isn’t that incredible?  (William Powell 
72 y/o is his actual identity) 



Our identity is rooted in CHRIST.  It is who we are and it demands we live differently; we’re His Slaves.   
 
Here’s how we will live. VS. 17, (NLT): “Respect everyone, and love your Christian brothers and sisters.  Fear God, 
and respect the King.  Living as God’s slaves we will live with Jesus’ Great Commandments as our guide:  Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind; and Love your neighbor as yourself. “ This only makes 
sense, it is only possible because of our identity.  It all flows from who we are, our identity in Christ laid out right 
here in 1 Peter:  Because you have been chosen by God!  
1. I am extremely valuable! “You are a HOLY nation, a people BELONGING to God!” 1 Peter 2:9 
2. I am eternally loved! “Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people.” 1 Peter 2:10 (AMP) 
3. I am totally forgiven! “At one time you did not know God's mercy, but now you have received his mercy.”  

1 Peter 2:10b (GNT) That is your IDENTITY!   
4. I am fully capable! “You are royal priests . . . chosen to tell about the wonderful acts of God, who called 

you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” 1 Peter 2:9 (NCV)  
 
Live for Him. You are the Light of the World!  Matthew 5:16, “Let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that 
everyone will praise your heavenly Father.” 
 
I receive weekly updates from the city of Bloomington on COVID-19 and the work that is going on in communities 
of faith.  As we close, think about our identity as the people of God and our mission, to tell about the wonderful 
acts of God, as we close with this story. 
 
The Cedar Valley Church (8600 Bloomington Ave S.) has given a generous donation of $87,518 to pay all the past-
due, residential utility bills as of 9/30/2020 in the 55425 Zip Code.  Please see statement from church below. 
We know that the past few months have been filled with difficult and trying times.  We at Cedar Valley Church 
have been praying for you and we believe that we are to love our neighbors as ourselves.  In light of that, we have 
worked with the City of Bloomington Utilities Division and have paid any overdue bill that you owed to them…like 
Christ did for us, your debt is paid in full (Colossians 2:13-14).  We hope this will relieve some of the financial 
burden that has been placed on you during this pandemic.  May blessings and love abound in your household.   
 
AMEN. 
  



 
 
 
 

Wednesday Communion 
Pastor Fran will continue to offer in person communion on Wednesdays at Mount Hope in the sanctuary. Make your 
appointment from 10:00 am-5:00 pm. Appointments are 15 minutes apart allowing for a visit of approximately 10 
minutes. Please call the office at 952-888-5059 between 9:00 am-3:00 pm to set an appointment. You can also email 
your request to church@mthopelutheran.org.  
 
For your safety and for the safety of the Center families and the staff, we will be using the East door. There will be 
hand sanitizer available at the entrance. We also ask that social distancing practices are followed and that masks 
are worn if at all possible. You will be able to drop off your offering and LWML Mites offering and pick up a Portals 
of Prayer as well.  You will not have access to the rest of the building at this time. Thank you for respecting these 
guidelines. Pastor will follow safety protocols when preparing the wine and wafer for communion. 
 

Altar Flowers 
Altar flowers are given to beautify our church. If you would like to sign up for a Sunday either sign up in the 
information hallway bulletin board or call Karen Mack 952-831-7428. October 18th Altar flowers were given by 
Gene and Pat Roehrick in celebration of their 65th wedding anniversary.  
 

HYMN Bible Study 
Our next Hymn Bible Study for ladies will be on Tuesday, October 20th at 6:30 pm in the Youth Room at Mt. Hope. 
Please read and complete Month 2-Weeks 1-4, before the get together. We will complete Week 5 and the 
Monthly Reflection as a group. 
 

Book Club 
Book Club will be meeting on Thursday, November 5th at 10 am at Renata Melby’s house. Her address is 10727 
Zenith Ave S in Bloomington. Depending on the weather we may be inside or out.  We will be reading and 
discussing the book "Animal Farm". For December our read will be "American Dirt". 

 
Action - Sharing Jesus’ Love through October 

Consider what it would be like to be a first responder-facing danger every day. Say a prayer each morning 
thanking God for these selfless servants and ask God’s protection for them. 
October is fire safety month, consider sending your fire station thank you cards and/or baked treats.  
 
October is pastor Appreciation Month-don’t forget to send our pastor a card! 
  

Announcements 
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LWML Lutheran Women in Mission 
 

Celebrate Lutheran Women in Mission this Sunday, October 18th at the 9:30 am In-Person Worship at Mt. Hope.  

Women of our congregation who are committed to serving Jesus through missions are the LWML!                   

Purple is our color. All ladies who attend the serve on Sunday are asked to wear your favorite shade of purple. We 

will be singing the LWML song “Serve the Lord with Gladness”. Small MITE boxes will be available for adults and 

children to take home. 

Offerings of over 100 million dollars have funded mission grants all over the world since 1942. You can serve the 

Lord with giving to MITES. You can give to our special LWML door offering after the service on Sunday or in the 

future by throwing your spare change into the big purple MITE box in the entryway. Thank you!   

The LWML Pledge 

In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His blood-bought gift of redemption we dedicate ourselves to 

Him with all that we are and have; and in obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him 

our willing service wherever and whenever He has need of us. We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for 

Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver 

and our gold to extend His Kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life to the great task of 

bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen. 

MITE Mission Boxes 

The MITE Box has changed in looks over the years, but the purpose has remained the same: to share the Gospel. 

What is the origin of the MITE Box? Mark 12:41-43 From Scripture we read, “Jesus sat down opposite the place 

where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich 

people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few 

cents. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than 

all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything – all she had to live 

on.’" (Mark 12:41-43 NIV). Our MN South District MITE goal for the 2020-2022 biennium is $265,000.00.  

MN South LWML website: www.mnslwml.org  
National LWML website: www.lwml.org 
Questions about Lutheran Women in Mission contact Linda Q. at 952-237-526 or Jennifer A. at 952-451-5860. 
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Operation Christmas  
Child-Shoeboxes 
 
Hello Mount Hope Family, 
As you may know, Mount Hope has been putting 
together shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child for 
many years. This year is no exception. Actually, with 
the state of the world due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, shoeboxes are needed more 
than ever to spread the word and love of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. We are planning to pack 51 well packed 
boxes to do just so! 
 
Thank you so much! If you have any questions, don't 
hesitate to ask! 
Carrie Newton - your Shoebox Ministry lead 
mrscarrienewton@gmail.com 
612-750-9956 
 

We have been collecting here and there since last year’s boxes were donated, so we already have a 
hefty inventory of items, but there is still a list of needs. So, from October 1st - November 1st there will 
be a box set out at church for collections. 
 

Here is a list of the items still needed: 
*46 jars of play doh ($2.99 for 6 or .55 cents each at Target) 
*27 coloring books ($1 at Dollar Tree - they usually have religious ones) 
*26 toothbrush covers (Dollar Tree sells packs) 
*20 small scissors  

(Five Below had well priced 2 packs, last year I got deals at Walmart) 
*51 washcloths (supposedly Walmart is the cheapest) 
*32 small bars of soap 
*pony tail holders 
*50 combs/brushes 
*100-1 gallon size Ziplock bags 
 
*Gift cards to: Target, Walmart or Dollar Tree 
*Donations for shipping costs (51 boxes x $9) - checks can be made out to Mount Hope Lutheran 
Church with a note of: shoebox ministry. 
 
Thank you so much! If you have any questions, don't hesitate to ask! 
Carrie Newton - your Shoebox Ministry lead 
mrscarrienewton@gmail.com 
612-750-9956 
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Mount Hope’s Staff 
 

Fran Green  Pastor 

   pastor@mthopelutheran.org 

Christina Brantner Music Director 

   music@mthopelutheran.org 

Jennifer Adamek Administrative Assistant-Media 

   jadamek@mthopelutheran.org 

Kim Woebke Director of Preschool and Childcare 

 Administrative Assistant 

                                church@mthopelutheran.org 

Steve Sundseth Custodian 

Sam Killam  Custodian 
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