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Message from Pastor Fran Green 
“However, as it is written:  No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared 
for those who love Him.”  1 Corinthians 2:9 NLT 
 
We talked about imagination yesterday in worship.  It is a wonderful word and is especially interesting to 
consider its use in the Scriptures.  As we navigate the seemingly unending pandemic and all the other 
troubles in our world, I hope and pray that we let our imaginations run wild in the Lord.  That is where our 
hope is anchored and why we remain hopeful, filled with joy and at peace. 
Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth.  Colossians 3:2 NLT 
 

We will begin our Connecting Hour on September 20. Adult Bible study will be held in the sanctuary 
following our worship service at 10:30. This seems to be the best option to be able to use PowerPoint while 
also live-streaming via Zoom, Google Meet, or Facebook live.   

 

Sunday school and confirmation will be offered virtually in partnership with St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 
much like vacation Bible school this summer.  We are grateful for the privilege and openness of our 
congregations to work together for the mission of the Church.  Please check out St. M ichael’s website for 
more information on Connect Kids at Home, https://smlcb.org/ministries/children/.  Also, you may contact me 
if you have any questions. pastor@mthopelutheran.org  
 

For now, we will continue to offer one in-person worship service at 9:30 on Sunday mornings.  Our numbers 
have slowly gotten larger, but we are still within safe parameters to remain at less than 50% capacity.  Our 
online worship attendance appears to remain well-attended.  Thank you to all of you for your patience and 
flexibility as we navigate these challenging times.   

 

As mentioned, the past few weeks, I have had people ask me if we will stop offering the Lord’s Supper privately 
and offer it during the worship services.  We are discussing the possibility of offering communion again during 
worship but have not made a decision yet.  We plan to continue to offer the private communion option as long as 
there are people who desire it.  Many who are coming are not attending in-person worship, plus this gives a 
wonderful opportunity for me to connect with you.  This is truly a blessing!   

 

Thank you for your prayers, God is faithful! 

We are Mount Hope, Where Guests become Friends, Friends become Family. 
Pastor Fran Green  
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Sunday School 
Sunday school and confirmation will be offered virtually in partnership with St. Michael’s Lutheran Church 
much like vacation Bible school this summer.  We are grateful for the privilege and openness of our 
congregations to work together for the mission of the Church.  Please check out St. Michael’s website for 
more information on Connect Kids at Home.  When you are ready, please register at the following link by 
September 8 https://smlcb.org/ministries/children/.  All materials will be delivered to Mount Hope after this date 
in time for a September 20 kickoff.  Please contact me if you have any questions. pastor@mthopelutheran.org  

 

Discipleship 101 at Mount Hope 
The Scriptures command us to be growing disciples and part of that growth occurs as we become more engaged 
in the Body of Christ, His Church.  It all begins with Class 101 where we Discover Our Church Family.  This is our 
“new member class” and is the starting point to becoming a growing disciple of Jesus where you can discover your 
place in God’s story. We will walk through the fundamentals of the Christian faith, build community with one 
another, and see what following Jesus looks like. In Class 101 you will learn who we are and what we believe as a 
family of faith.  Contact Pastor Fran for more information on Class 101. 

Adult Sunday Bible Study-10:30 am 
Class 201 Discovering Spiritual Maturity is the next step in our spiritual journey to develop a few key habits in our 

lives so that we grow and mature as followers of Jesus.  Class 201 is designed to teach you about these simple 

habits and show you the different steps you can take to mature and grow as a Christian.   

Class 201 will resume on Sunday, September 20 at 10:30 after our worship service in the sanctuary at Mount Hope.  

Contact Pastor Fran for more information. 

In Class 301 Discovering My Ministry, you will learn that what you do with your life matters to God.  You were 

created for a purpose, God shaped you in a unique way, by your spiritual gifts, your heart, your abilities, your 

personality, and your experiences.  Class 301 is designed to help you find the perfect place to serve based on who 

you are.  You were created to make an impact in the world.  Class 301 will begin immediately following Class 201 

in early October. 

Class 401 Discovering My Life Mission will lead you to discover that God designed you to live life on mission, 

every day could be an opportunity to make the world a better place.  You have a role to play.  Class 401 is designed 

to equip you to tell your own story and share your faith with others.  You will also learn how to be a part of the 

outreach opportunities of Mount Hope.  Class 401 will be offered in early 2021. 

 

**CLASS, The Life Development Process, used with permission Pastors.com.   
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Imagination!  What comes to mind when you hear the word?  Do you remember any of your imaginations from 
childhood?  
 
Think about the imaginations of some in the past.  Think about the Wright brothers, what were their minds 
imagining?  Do you think they would be surprised to see what has happened with air travel, space travel, etc.?  
What about Leonardo da Vinci?  He actually came centuries before the Wright brothers.  His imagination must 
have been incredible.  He imagined and sketched out flying machines, a parachute and so much more.  What 
would surprise him about our modern world?  
 
Just imagine…Imagine what Jesus’ disciples were thinking after Peter’s wonderful declaration that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, upon hearing these words. “From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that 
he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” (Matthew 16:21) “Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him. ‘Never, Lord!’ he said.  “This shall never happen to you!” (v. 22) 
 
This is of course, very interesting.  Peter can NOT imagine what Jesus is talking about.  We have a pretty good idea 
imagining what Peter and the people of God were hoping for.  They wanted a new King David.  They wanted the 
Romans to be defeated and thrown out of their beloved Jerusalem and their country.  They could only imagine the 
day when the “good old days” returned. Remember, Peter drew his sword and cut off the ear of one of the 
soldiers on the night of Jesus’ arrest.  It’s pretty apparent what the disciples were imagining.   
 
But, the Lord says, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways.”  Isaiah 55:8 And isn’t 
that just the way it goes?  We all have our ideas on how we believe the world should be governed.  In fact, we’re 
living it right now.  Has there ever been a more divisive time in our country?  Thankfully, God’s ways are not ours. 
 
(Romans 5: 6-11) “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  Very 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him!  
For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, 
having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 
Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation.”  
 
That is God’s way!  Neither Peter nor any one of us could have imagined God’s ways.  Yet, this is what the Lord 
God has done for us through the Lord Jesus. Jesus has established His Kingdom through His death, resurrection, 
and ascension as He reigns from on high.  He continues to work on earth, as in heaven, through His Body, the 
church by the power of His Holy Spirit. 
We know that this too is beyond what any of us can imagine.  We end up thinking about how might I benefit from 
this here and now.  In Luke’s account of this story, shortly after in Luke 9:46, we hear these words, “An argument 
started among the disciples as to which of them would be the greatest.” “Never, Lord!  This shall never happen to 
you!”  Perhaps Peter was thinking about ruling and reigning with Jesus and that can’t happen if Jesus is dead. 

The Message 



That is our nature.  We are all in the same boat.  What’s in it for me?  I want to be great Lord, I want to rule right 
here, right now.  (Matthew 16:24-25) “Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me will find it.” That’s a little different than what I imagine, what about you?  When do 
we ever hear that we are to deny ourselves in the world today?  “For the Son of Man is going to come in his 
Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done.” (v. 27) 
 
Take up your cross and follow Jesus.  How do we do that?  What does that look like today?  Consider this quote: 
When the early Christians were imprisoned, tortured, or persecuted for the gospel’s sake, those were their crosses. 
If you are ridiculed or unpopular for your Christian convictions, must sacrifice money or time to do God’s will, must 
fight earnestly against pressure to disobey Christ’s Word, are heart-broken if your children lose their Christian 
faith; whatever your crosses are, none of them would come upon you if you were not a follower of Christ. The 
devil’s advice here, like in his scheme with Peter, is: “Spare yourself the trouble of being a loyal Christian. Cross out 
the cross.”  -Concordia Theology 
 
No, Jesus said in this world we will have trouble.  But He rules and reigns and this world is not our permanent 
home.  Our imaginations are often held captive by the here and now making it difficult for us to hold to our 
ultimate hope.   
 
(1 Corinthians 2:9 NLT) “However, as it is written:  No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined 
what God has prepared for those who love Him.” What is it that we imagine to be the greatest in this world?  To 
be rich?  Powerful?  Famous?  To be the boss or a king?   
 
(Ephesians 3:20 NIV) “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us.” That is what we have to look forward to.  That is where we anchor our hope.  
Beyond, immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine!!  This is all secure because of our identity in Christ.   
“He has given us his Holy Spirit to all his people to help them live, lives of faith in him” (Jn 7:37–39; Rom 8:13–17). 
This is the faith which trusts and loves the king of this kingdom.” (Ps 2:2, 6, 12). “To build up his people up in faith, 
he sets before them the wondrous hope of his coming in glory to pour out the fullness of the gift of eternal life and 
of his kingdom, richly compensating us for all suffering and loss for his sake.” (v. 27) 
 
Imagine while listening to these words of the apostle Paul (Colossians 3:1-2 NLT) “Since you have been raised to 
new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven (let your imagination run wild in the Lord), where 
Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand. Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth.   
No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who love Him.” 
 
AMEN 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wednesday Communion 

 

Pastor Fran will continue to offer in person communion on Wednesdays at Mount Hope in the sanctuary. Make 
your appointment from 10:00 am-5:00 pm. Appointments are 15 minutes apart allowing for a visit of 
approximately 10 minutes. Please call the office at 952-888-5059 between 9:00 am-3:00 pm to set an 
appointment. You can also email your request to church@mthopelutheran.org.  
 

For your safety and for the safety of the Center families and the staff, we will be using the East door. There will be 
hand sanitizer available at the entrance. We also ask that social distancing practices are followed and that masks 
are worn if at all possible. You will be able to drop off your offering and LWML Mites offering and pick up a Portals 
of Prayer as well.  You will not have access to the rest of the building at this time. Thank you for respecting these 
guidelines. Pastor will follow safety protocols when preparing the wine and wafer for communion. 

 

In-Home Bible Study 
Ladies, you are welcome to attend our new study on Hymns! We will be meeting at the church this year in the 
Youth Room. We will follow state mandates by social distancing mandates and by wearing masks. We will be 
meeting every 3rd Tuesday during the months of September – May. At our study we will look at 3-4 hymns; who 
wrote them and their meaning. Our first study will be on Tuesday, September 22 at 6:30 pm. If you would like the 
study book or have any questions, please contact Jennifer Adamek at 952-451-5860.  
 

Announcements 
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Altar Flowers 
We will begin ordering Altar flowers again on September 13 to beautify our church. If you would like to keep your 
week that you have signed up for please let us know. September 13 is Dawn Vogland and Betty Weberg, 
September 20 is Jerry and Harriet Buelow, September 27 is Dave and Fran Wallin. If you would like to keep your 
week that you have signed up for please let us know. 

 

Church Library 
Check out our great selection of books in the church library. There are five fiction bookshelves and two non-fiction 
bookshelves. There are Christian love stories, mysteries, books of hope and relationships, autobiographies, bibles, 
and bible studies to choose from. Browse and pick books to read, return them when you are finished. It’s that 
simple! You do not need to check them out, just return them when you are finished. Check out the box of free 
books, too! 

 

VEAP 
The VEAP "Back to School" donations were delivered to VEAP on Monday, 8/31/20 along with additional food 
items, weighing 60 lbs. that had been donated.  Including our March Food Drive we have donated 280 lbs. of food. 
You so generously donated: 30 boxes of color crayons, 88 glue sticks, 2 bottles of glue, 19 boxes of colored 
pencils, 4 boxes of lead pencils, 23 markers, 17 note books, 18 folders, 20 scissors, 6 pkts. pens, 9 erasers, 2 pencil 
sharpeners, and 2 post it notes. I was also able to deliver a $50.00 check and $20.00 in cash. Once again thank you 
for your participation. We will continue to receive food items and COVID -19 donations, for VEAP, as mentioned in 
last week’s newsletter. 
Thank You, Ministry Partner Rep. Karen Mueller 

 

Lutheran Woman on a Mission 
Pick up your free copy of the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly Magazine at the communion table in the entryway. 

 

LWML-Mite Offerings 
 

Give this summer to the purple MITE BOX on the East door entry table. The LWL (Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League) MITE BOX is used to receive gifts of gratitude to support mission grants of the LWML. Anyone who wishes 

to contribute to the missions may give. Our new goal for the MN South District biennium 2020-2022 is $265,000! 

Last week we highlighted 4 of these grants. Check out the last 3 listed below:  

Connecting People in an Inclusive Christian Housing Community........................................... $10,000 
Bethesda Lutheran Communities will offer programs for active seniors and independent adult with disabilities. 
Concordia Seminary’s Intl Graduate School Students, St. Louis .............................................. $7,000 
Provides additional funding to support the advanced theological education of foreign students.  
Equipping MN South District for Disability Ministry and Respite Care (partial) ……………..….....$2,750 
This grant will fund two workshops and training to equip MN S LCMS Congregations to effectively reach people 
with disabilities and their caregivers. 
Total Grants Awarded………………………………………………………………………………………………………….$196,750.00 
The whole list is posted on the hallway bulletin board. 



Ladies, you are invited to attend: 

Masks and social distancing mandates will be followed. 
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Mount Hope’s Staff 
 

Fran Green  Pastor 

   pastor@mthopelutheran.org 

Christina Brantner Music Director 

   music@mthopelutheran.org 

Jennifer Adamek Administrative Assistant-Media 

   jadamek@mthopelutheran.org 

Kim Woebke Director of Preschool and Childcare 
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Steve Sundseth Custodian 

Sam Killam  Custodian 
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