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Message from Pastor Fran Green 
“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the 
way you think.  Then you will learn to know God's will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” (Romans 
12:2 NLT) 
 

Our challenge from the message yesterday for this week and beyond is to think differently, by the power of 
God’s Holy Spirit, to offer ourselves in service to Him and one another.  We are all a work in progress as the 
Lord transforms us and we can see more clearly each day who He is and as a  result we grow in love.   
 

We continue our planning for fall.  Please know as we begin a new schedule that this is a work in progress.  
As I have been telling people frequently, we are making this up as we go.  It is all new territory and we can 
and most likely will modify and make changes as we attempt to add more ministry opportunities.  
 

Adult Bible study will be held in the sanctuary following our worship service at 10:30. This seems to be the 
best option to be able to use PowerPoint while also live-streaming via Zoom, Google Meet, or Facebook 
Live.  Sunday school and confirmation will be offered virtually in partnership with St. Michael’s Lutheran 
Church much like vacation Bible school this summer.  We are grateful for the privilege and openness of  our 
congregations to work together for the mission of the Church. 
 

For now, we will continue to offer one in-person worship service at 9:30 on Sunday mornings.  Our numbers 
have slowly gotten larger, but we are still within safe parameters to remain at le ss than 50% capacity.  Our 
online worship attendance appears to remain well-attended.  Thank you to all of you for your patience and 
flexibility as we navigate these challenging times.   
 

Communion is moving to Wednesdays.  In order to fit with my schedule for the next few weeks, we are changing 
communion visits to Wednesdays.  Please contact the church office to get your spot to receive Holy Communion, 
Wednesday, August 26.  If Wednesday does not work, please let Kim know what does and I will work you in.  As 
mentioned, the past few weeks, I have had people ask me if we will stop offering the Lord’s Supper privately and 
offer it during the worship services.  We are discussing the possibility of offering communion again during worship 
but have not made a decision yet.  We plan to continue to offer the private communion option as long as there 
are people who desire it.  Many who are coming are not attending in-person worship, plus this gives a wonderful 
opportunity for me to connect with you.  This is truly a blessing!   
 

Thank you for your prayers, God is faithful! 

We are Mount Hope, Where Guests become Friends, Friends become Family. 
Pastor Fran Green  
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I love this time of year!  I know that coronavirus has messed things up terribly, but the sights, sounds, the smells 
of early fall have me remembering football.  Yes, this is my old jersey from high school.  It has been rescued a time 
or two out of the Goodwill pile.  So, I get wear it again and remember old glories.  Yes, the good ole days being a 
part of our team.  This section of Scripture always makes me think about teams and some of the teams that I’ve 
been a part of.  Paul is describing life on The Team, Jesus’ Team. 
 
What is that telling us?  Because of the things I have told you in the first eleven chapters of this letter, you need to 
do what I am about to tell you.  THIS IS IMPORTANT STUFF!  This is how you become part of THE TEAM.  Paul’s 
prayer at the end of chapter 11 is a prayer of praise to God for the wisdom of His plan.  God’s plan may be beyond 
our comprehension, but He is in charge, “Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge!  How 
impossible it is for us to understand His decisions and His ways!  For who can know the Lord’s thoughts?  Who 
knows enough to give Him advice?  And who has given Him so much that He needs to pay it back? 
For everything comes from Him and exists by His power and is intended for His Glory.  All glory to Him forever!  
Amen.”  (Romans 11:33-36) 
 
Paul is essentially saying, “I have just explained this to you in a variety of ways, it is all about Jesus, it is because 
those who have placed their faith and trust in Jesus are on the team, not because of your national identity.  It is 
your New Identity.”  (Romans 2:28-29), Paul talks about the circumcision of the heart and this results in a new way 
of living in the world. It is all built upon Jesus and His identity.  It all flows from each one of us answering the 
question that Jesus asks, “Yes, but who do YOU say that I am?”  (Matthew 16:15) 
 
Romans Chapter 12 begins with a little Greek word ouv.  It is defined as, then, therefore, accordingly, 
consequentially, and those things being so.  In other words, because of everything the Lord has done in Jesus and 
because you have faith in this Lord and King, your lives are not your own. 
 
Now, those of you who are part of Jesus’ body, those who are on the team...this is how you are to live; “And so, 
dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all He has done for you.  Let them 
be a living and holy sacrifice – the kind He will find acceptable.  This is truly the way to worship Him.” (Romans 12: 
1) This is NOT works righteousness.  This is NOT saying, if you live this way, then...no, Paul is saying you are 
already a part of the team; you should live your life in response to this incredible gift.  
 
“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the 
way you think.  Then you will learn to know God's will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.”  (Romans 
12: 2) What are you thinking about right now?  There has been much written about thoughts and how our 
thoughts turn into our actions, good or bad.  Think about your thoughts as being the seeds of action.   
In Galatians 1:4, Paul calls this ‘the present evil age.’  Like many first-century Jews, Paul believed that world 
history was divided into “the present age” characterized by rebellion against God and “the age to come” when 
God would give new life to the world and people bringing justice and peace.  Paul believes that this has already 
begun in Jesus through His death and resurrection. 
 
So, people on Jesus’ team, those who are part of His body are not to be influenced by the world, but to act 
through the influence of the Holy Spirit.  One of the primary ways is through relationships where God changes us, 
transforms us through other members of the Team.   

The Message 



What are you thinking about?  Paul tells us, that we have the power to capture our thoughts and make them obey 
Jesus.  “We destroy every proud obstacle that keeps people from knowing God.  We capture their rebellious 
thoughts and teach them to obey Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:5) 
Philippians 4:8, “And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing.  Fix your thoughts on what is true, and 
honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of 
praise.” 
 
Look at the connection between verses 1 and 2 and 3-8.  Paul implores us to stop allowing the world to ‘squeeze 
us into its mold’ and to be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  Verses 3-8 give us the first exercise of this 
new mind. It is no accident that the Greek root for ‘think’ is found four times in verse 3.  
Romans 12:3 could be written as, “For I say to everyone among you by means of the grace given me not to 
overthink beyond what is proper to think, but to think so as to think soberly and sanely, in accordance with the 
measure of faith God has given to each of you.” How does one find his life reshaped by a renewed mind? By using 
that mind and obeying its dictates guided by the Holy Spirit.  It is all because of the Lord’s grace. What thoughts 
are you feeding your mind?  We need to feed on God’s truth.  
 
Romans 12: 4-5 remind us that we belong to each other, belonging is not a private matter.  Each part is necessary 
and has a special function.  It is all about interrelationships.  This, by the way, is the only way to fill our void to 
belong.  And in living our part, WE COME ALIVE! How do you fit?  We honor God by using what He gave us, doing 
what we were created to do.  This too, is part of our discipleship journey this coming year. 
 
Pastor Ritter left this on my desk, God gave you unique gifts and wove them into who you are – your passions, 
your talents, the things you love to do.  He put it all together for a purpose.  And, He has a very specific plan for 
you to use those gifts.  It’s not difficult to discover your gifts.  What gets your adrenaline flowing?  Teaching?  
Helping?  Organizing?  You’ll find God puts you into situations where you have to use the unique gifts He gave you. 
What are you thinking about?  Where do you fit? 
 
It is also worth noting that our living on Jesus’ team should cause us to stick out just like I do today, standing up 
here wearing a red football jersey.  Our being clothed by Jesus and marked by Him and His identity should have 
people asking us why we are different, why do you love and live the way you do?   
 
Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing 
the way you think.  Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.  
AMEN 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Communion 
 

Pastor Fran will continue to offer in person communion on Wednesdays at Mount Hope in the sanctuary. Make 

your appointment from 10:00 am-5:00 pm. Appointments are 15 minutes apart allowing for a visit of 

approximately 10 minutes. Please call the office at 952-888-5059 between 9:00 am-3:00 pm to set an 

appointment. You can also email your request to church@mthopelutheran.org.  
 

For your safety and for the safety of the Center families and the staff, we will be using the East door. There will be 

hand sanitizer available at the entrance. We also ask that social distancing practices are followed and that masks 

are worn if at all possible. You will be able to drop off your offering and LWML Mites offering and pick up a Portals 

of Prayer as well.  You will not have access to the rest of the building at this time. Thank you for respecting these 

guidelines. Pastor will follow safety protocols when preparing the wine and wafer for communion. 
 

Altar Flowers 
 

We will begin ordering Altar flowers again on September 13 to beautify our church. If you would like to keep your 

week that you have signed up for please let us know. September 13 is Dawn Vogland and Betty Weberg, 

September 20 is Jerry and Harriet Buelow, September 27 is Dave and Fran Wallin. If you would like to keep your 

week that you have signed up for please let us know. 
 

Announcements 
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VEAP Donations 
 

A reminder: Our VEAP "Back to School" campaign will have our last collection date of Sunday, August 30. 

Our Operation Christmas Child donations will continue through October. 

With Covid 19, VEAP is seeking our support in addition to food and financial donations with household items, 

which fly off their shelves and are consistently in high demand. This is a list of VEAP's greatest needs, at this time: 

Homemade face masks, for our 3500 volunteers and drive-up food visitors, who request face coverings 

Household paper products (especially paper towels and toilet paper) 

Household/Personal care items (laundry soap, shampoo, disinfectant wipes, hand/body soaps, face masks, 

sanitizer & vinyl gloves) 

 

Cold Weather Outdoor Items. Come fall they will be needing hand warmers, & gloves for their volunteers, 

Outdoor heaters, for use in their tent, road pylons, comfortable chairs, for exit/intake area volunteers, and 

light throw blankets. They expect to utilize their drive-up model going into the fall. 

 

Your past food and financial support is greatly appreciated.  If you are able to help out with any of the above 

items, please place in the box at either entrance to Mt. Hope, or on the green VEAP shelf in the narthex. 

 

Thank you in advance, Carrie Newton and Karen Mueller. 



Thrivent Action Grants 
 

Thrivent has let it be known that they are ready and willing to give out Action Grants! If you can think of a worthy 

cause and you are a Thrivent member contact Jennifer Adamek for more info-jadamek@mthopelutheran.org. 

 

LWML -Mite Offerings 
 

Give this summer to the purple MITE BOX on the East door entry table. The LWL (Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League) MITE BOX is used to receive gifts of gratitude to support mission grants of the LWML. Anyone who wishes 

to contribute to the missions may give.  

 

Our new goal for the MN South District biennium 2020-2022 is $265,000! Last week we highlighted 4 of these 

grants. Check out another 4 listed below:  

 
Tuition Assistance – Martin Luther High School, Northrup....................................................... $15,000 
Scholarships for financially needy students to attend a Christian LCMS High School. 
3-Way Partnership for Financial Assistance, Concordia Academy.......................................... $15,000 
Providing financial assistance to students and families to attend Concordia Academy. 
Support for a Growing Educational Need (LSEM).................................................................... $15,000 
LSEM will expand programs that provides training, software and testing materials, and material resources allowing 
children who have learning needs to continue to attend Lutheran schools. 
Nigerian Seminary Tuition Assistance...................................................................................... $12,000 
Will provide tuition for five Nigeran seminary students for four years at the Jonathan Ekong Memorial Lutheran 
Seminary in Obit Idim. 
 
The whole list is posted on the hallway bulletin board. 
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Sunday Worship Schedule 

9:30am   In-Person Worship 

Services online at  

www.mthopelutheran.org 

 

Phone: 952-888-5059 

E-mail: church@mthopelutheran.org 

Website: www.mthopelutheran.org 

 

Mount Hope’s Staff 
 

Fran Green  Pastor 

   pastor@mthopelutheran.org 

Christina Brantner Music Director 

   music@mthopelutheran.org 

Jennifer Adamek Administrative Assistant-Media 

   jadamek@mthopelutheran.org 

Kim Woebke Director of Preschool and Childcare 

 Administrative Assistant 

                                church@mthopelutheran.org 

Steve Sundseth Custodian 

Sam Killam  Custodian 
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