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Message from Pastor Fran Green 
 
“For the mountains may move and the hills disappear, but even then my faithful love for you will remain. My 
covenant of blessing will never be broken,” says the Lord, who has mercy on you.” (Isaiah 54:10) (NLT) 
 
I have mentioned a few times and in various contexts that our Vision Team has been meeting nearly every 
week (via Zoom) for the past several months. You may remember that we spent considerable time looking 
at past “identity and vision work” done by a couple of outside organizations.  
 
These meetings led us to (we trust that the Holy Spirit is doing the leading) focus on our International 
Friendship Center and POBLO (People of the Book Lutheran Outreach).  This was truly a blessing as we 
began to see the fruit of this work and then coronavirus hit. Everything came to a screeching halt!  
 
But, we know that the work of the Lord continues and perhaps is aided by the interruption of COVID -19. 
Our Vision Team is excited about the many opportunities the Lord has given us to “Be the Church” right 
here at 3601 West Old Shakopee.  
 
Early in the pandemic lock-down, Kai Larson of LCEF reached out to us offering their services at NO CHARGE 
since we have a loan with them. The Vision Team has met with Rev. Mark Frith of LCEF  for several weeks 
looking at Mount Hope’s unique identity and the mission God has called us to.  LCEF’s work also involves 
assisting congregations in discovering and living out this identity and calling.  We are excited to see the 
Lord’s guiding in this process and you will be hearing much more about all of this in the coming weeks.   
 
Please contact the church office to get your spot to receive Holy Communion, Thursday, August 13.  If Thursday 
does not work, please let Kim know what does and I will work you in.  I have had a few people ask me if we will 
stop offering the Lord’s Supper on Thursdays and offer it during the worship services.  At this time, we will 
continue to offer the private communion option.  Many who are coming are not attending in-person worship, plus 
this gives a wonderful opportunity for me to connect with you.  This is truly a blessing!   

 

We continue to make plans for fall. Much like schools we are thinking through various options for delivery of 
Sunday School, Bible Study, and other gatherings.  We are only certain that we will have a virtual/online option for 
these events; beyond that, we will work to offer something in-person if it can be done safely and within the 
guidelines and restrictions of our state.  Please let us know if you WOULD attend an in-person Bible study.   
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Do you Zoom?  Many people, including our Vision Team has been using Zoom these months of the pandemic.  
This could be a nice way to conduct Bible study and other gatherings this fall.  Please let me or any of the staff 
know if you are “up” on Zoom.  We could also hold a class and help those who might be interested in learning how 
to create an account and use the service.     

 

Thank you for your prayers, God is faithful! 

We are Mount Hope, Where Guests become Friends, Friends become Family. 
Pastor Fran Green  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If You Want to Walk on the Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat.  Are you familiar with the book with this title 
by John Ortberg?  Most of us are very familiar with this story of Jesus.  Certainly, a favorite in our Sunday School 
classes throughout the years.  What comes to mind when you hear the story?  What is/are the lessons?  I must 
admit that I have used this story as a call to action!  YES!  If you want to walk on the water, you’ve got to get out 
of the boat. 
 

Dr. Jeffrey Gibbs, Concordia Seminary argues (in his Matthew commentary) that-The pericope is about Jesus and 
his identity, not about how we can or should step out in faith or learn to walk on water. If anything, Peter failed 
miserably at both. 
 
In the wake of the death of John the Baptist, who had announced the kingdom of God but now had been martyred 
by the machinations of a kingdom not of God, and who himself had wondered if Jesus were truly who he seemed 
to be, Jesus shows himself to be the incarnation of Yahweh, who multiplies food in the wilderness and controls the 
wind and the sea (and the laws of physics). 
 
It is certainly our tendency to come to the Scriptures, or most other things for that matter, and look for “What’s in 
it for me?”  MAKE NO MISTAKE THERE IS MUCH IN IT FOR ME – AND YOU (LIFE...), but that’s getting it backwards.  
This story and the entire Scripture is first and foremost all about Jesus.  The question continually shows itself, 
Who is this?   
 
Our Lord’s ministry began with the notice that John the Baptist had been arrested (Matthew 4:12). The words and 
deeds of Jesus now have been twice interrupted by the ongoing story of John, who sent his disciples to ask if Jesus 
was “the one to come” in Matthew 11:2ff. Jesus answered by noting what has been “seen and heard” in his 
messianic fulfillment of the new creation according to Isaiah 35. He is the one spoken of in the Prophets... 
 
John’s disciples come back to Jesus in Matthew 14:12 with a different report, and so the story of John comes to a 
tragic conclusion. At this point, the readers of Matthew’s narrative could well wonder just how and when this new 
creation was going to play out. 
 
The next two stories give dramatic answers, drawing on messianic expectations not from Isaiah 35, but from 
Exodus.  The twin miracles of the feeding of the five thousand is reported in all four gospels and Jesus walking on 
the water in three. That suggests that these are very significant events, filled with great meaning.  
 

The Message 



From next to nothing, Jesus provides more than enough food in the wilderness (Matthew 14:10–21) and then 
shows his power over the water, wind, and waves. This is not the first time that those of little faith, filled with 
fear, had encountered the one of whom “even wind and sea obey him” (Matthew 14:21), recalling the Song of the 
Sea in Exodus 15. 
 

WHO IS THIS?  Let’s look a little closer at our Gospel reading for today (Matthew 14): 
“22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowd.”  It is interesting to consider the first two words – IMMEDIATELY JESUS...Three times in this 
reading these words are used.  WHO IS THE ONE WORKING HERE?  JESUS! 
 

Next Jesus takes time to pray.  The Living Bible paints a nice picture of the next two verses: 
Then afterwards He went up into the hills to pray.  Night fell, and out on the lake the disciples were in trouble.  For 
the wind had risen and they were fighting heavy seas. 
 

The gospel of Mark says Jesus was intending to pass the disciples by.  The disciples are exhausted, they’ve been 
rowing for hours against the wind and are probably going nowhere and here comes Jesus, making good time. 
The disciples think Jesus is a ghost.  We laugh and ridicule them, but their mistakes are there for us to learn from.  
This is an example of their lack of faith. 
“Jesus says, “Don’t be afraid.  It is I.”  Or in other words – I AM!  Yes, clearly identifying Himself as God. 
Then we have the request of Peter.  Lord, if it is really you...WE ALL WANT PROOF.  Jesus simply says COME... 
 

WHO IS THIS? 
This chapter is so powerful and rich with meaning!  It is a message that needs to be heard today.  Matthew is 
offering us an apologetic for today.  Think about the tremendous uncertainty of our day.  I think about the “news” 
and places people go for information, for the Truth.  They listen to celebrities and others who offer “help” that is 
not really help.  THE WORLD IS LOOKING FOR HOPE AND LOOKING IN ALL THE WRONG PLACES. 
 

We have such a wonderful opportunity to share our hope.  WHO IS THIS?  JESUS!  Matthew is giving us wonderful 
PROOF of who this Jesus is.  You know people may have trouble with Christianity but begin by sharing JESUS.  This 
Jesus who walked the earth.  This Jesus who performed these miracles, this Creator who has charge over Creation. 
 

Think about the stories from the past two Sundays.  They are truly quite remarkable.  If you were trying to make 
up things about someone to present them in a more favorable way, what would you do?  I tell you what I 
WOULDN’T DO, I wouldn’t tell stories like this!  The people of that day would have expected to hear how this 
Jesus came in and conquered all His enemies just like King David and that He now rules and reigns by military 
force. 
 

They would NOT tell UNBELIEVEALBE STORIES of feeding 5000 with five loaves and two fish; they wouldn’t talk 
about somebody walking on water!! It’s impossible, it can NOT be done.  No!  The only reason they would tell us 
about Jesus, is if it was TRUE.  Which of course it is.  TRULY YOU ARE THE SON OF GOD! 
 

Share your hope, share Jesus help someone wrestle with the question, WHO IS THIS?  The world needs this 
HOPE.  WE HAVE IT TO OFFER.  No matter how uncertain things are now, we have a tremendous opportunity to 
share the HOPE that is in us.  SHARE THAT HOPE TODAY!  
 

The Message Psalm 93 
“God is King, robed and ruling, God is robed and surging with strength.  And yes, the world is firm, immovable, 
Your throne ever firm – you're Eternal!  Sea storms are up, God, Sea storm wild and roaring, Sea storms with 
thunderous breakers.  Stronger than wild sea storms, Mightier than sea-storm breakers, Mighty God rules from 
High Heaven.  What you say goes – it always has.  “Beauty” and “Holy” mark your palace and rule, God, to the very 
end of time.”  AMEN 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday - Communion 
 

Pastor Fran will continue to offer in person communion at Mount Hope in the sanctuary. Make your appointment 

from 10:00 am-5:00 pm. Appointments are 15 minutes apart allowing for a visit of approximately 10 minutes. 

Please call the office at 952-888-5059 between 9:00 am-3:00 pm to set an appointment. You can also email your 

request to church@mthopelutheran.org.  
 

For your safety and for the safety of the Center families and the staff, we will be using the East door. There will be 

hand sanitizer available at the entrance. We also ask that social distancing practices are followed and that masks 

are worn if at all possible. You will be able to drop off your offering and LWML Mites offering and pick up a Portals 

of Prayer as well.  You will not have access to the rest of the building at this time. Thank you for respecting these 

guidelines. Pastor will follow safety protocols when preparing the wine and wafer for communion. 
 

Pie-Making for Fall 
 

It has been decided by the Women of Hope Board and the Fall Harvest Committee not to make pies for sale this 

fall. Safety measures during this Covid 19 pandemic’s recommendations are to social distance 6 feet apart. This 

social distancing is just not possible while assembling and making our pies. Hopefully, a vaccine will be found soon 

and all will be back to normal next fall. Thank you for your patience as we experience this together. 
 

Non-Perishable Food Supplies 
 

Non-perishable food supplies are now being collected for VEAP. Supplies are being 
collected in collection boxes place in the entry way to church and at the Thursday 
communion table entry.  
 

Thank you, Karen Mueller. 
 

Back to School Supplies 
 

VEAP and SAMARITAN'S PURSE SHOE BOX MINISTRY Back to School Supplies are 
being collected in collection boxes place in the entry way to church and at the 
Thursday communion table entry. School items are on sale now. The Dollar stores 
have many items. You can ship to your home from Target and Walmart.  
 

Thank you in advance, Carrie Newton and Karen Mueller. 

Announcements 
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LWML -Mite Offerings 
 

Give this summer to the purple MITE BOX on the East door entry table. The LWL (Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League) MITE BOX is used to receive gifts of gratitude to support mission grants of the LWML. Anyone who wishes 

to contribute to the missions may give.  

 

Last quarter our MN South District dispersed $27,500 to mission grants. Many worthy causes will be helped this 

upcoming month in Mite disbursements! 

 

Our new goal for the MN South District biennium 2020-2022 is $265,000! Where and who will our offerings be 

used this 2020-2020 Biennium? Below are 4 out of the 15 grants. The whole list is posted on the hallway bulletin 

board. 

 

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Food Co-op ............................. $10,000 
Food and Clothing Co-op enables students to feed and clothe their families during their seminary years. 
 
The Timothy Scholarship - Mayer Lutheran High School ............................. $15,000 
Provides tuition assistant of $1,500 to ten non-Lutheran families who are unchurched MLHS. 
 
Bringing Christ’s Light to Those Living in Darkness .............................. $15,000 
To increase free production of over 4,500 Braille, Specialized Large Print Christian materials or Audio-Digital 
volumes to people around the world and to open New Ministry Production Centers.  
 
Multiplying International Friendship Centers (POBLO) ............................. $12,000  
Grant will help in directing efforts in creating a new International Friendship Center to evangelize Muslims, 
Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhists with Trinity Lutheran, Faribault. 
 

Help Needed 
 

Mt. Hope member, Ramona Duncan is looking to hire someone to do snow removal this coming winter. Her 

number is 952 888 7664 and she live on 1211 W 106th St in Bloomington.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Mount Hope Lutheran Church 

 3601 W Old Shakopee Rd 

 Bloomington, MN 55431 
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Sunday Worship Schedule 

9:30am   In-Person Worship 

Services online at  

www.mthopelutheran.org 

 

Phone: 952-888-5059 

E-mail: church@mthopelutheran.org 

Website: www.mthopelutheran.org 

 

Mount Hope’s Staff 
 

Fran Green  Pastor 

   pastor@mthopelutheran.org 

Christina Brantner Music Director 

   music@mthopelutheran.org 

Jennifer Adamek Administrative Assistant-Media 

   jadamek@mthopelutheran.org 

Kim Woebke Director of Preschool and Childcare 

 Administrative Assistant 

                                church@mthopelutheran.org 

Steve Sundseth Custodian 

Sam Killam  Custodian 
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